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Paying the Television Piper 


A FIERCE controversy about the merits of 
sponsored radio is raging inside the Con- 
servative Parliamentary Party. Just over a 
month ago the ‘Tory back-benchers voted 
overwhelmingly in tavour of rejecting the 
main proposals of the Beveridge Report; 
they wanted to end the B.B.C. monopoly. 
Their recommendation to the Cabinet 
was in line with the minority report of 
Mr. Selwyn Lloyd, M.P., the only member 
of the Beveridge Committee who advocated 
sponsored programmes. Naturally enough, 
it was enthusiastically pushed by the small 
but energetic lobby which represents the 
advertising firms inside the Conservative 
Party, as well as by those Young Tories 
who have long been critical of Mr. Butler’s 
pale-pink Socialism and advocate a ‘ dash 
for freedom.” Since denatioralisation of 
steel and road transport cannot be expectec 
to have much popular appeal, there seemed 
to be an obvious political advantage in 
adding to them an anti-Socialist proposal 
which could plausibly be said to “ give the 
public what it really wants.” 

After their initial success in the back- 
benchers’ committee, however, the Young 
Tories seem to have met with a reverse. 
The Cabinet is lukewarm or actively 
hostile to the idea of loading the Govern- 
ment with yet more controversial legis- 
lation. Since it cannot reply publicly to its 
supporters, Lord Halifax and Lord Waverley 
are being sent into battle against vulgar 
commercialism and on behalf of respect- 
ability incarnate in the B.B.C. 


The natural thing for Mr. Churchill is 
to play for time. But this will not be easy. 
The B.B.C. has been living, for nearly 
three years, in a state of suspense, and one 
of the Government’s first actions was to 
extend its Charter for six months in order 
to review the situation. Any _ further 
extension would be gravely damaging 
Either the Charter must be maintained 
broadly on present lines or a new policy 
must be announced at once. 

It is unlikely that either Mr. Churchill 
or Mr. Butler will be greatly impressed 
by the a priori arguments in favour of free 
enterprise. Radio and television are vastly 
important public services which must be 
organised in the public interest. Nor, we 
hope, will they be deceived by the false 
analogies with Fleet Street which the 
advocates of sponsored programmes some- 
times employ. The proprietors of our 
popular newspapers, in the quest for ever 
higher advertising rates, have been com- 
pelled to make circulation the criterion of 
success, and so to degrade their definition 
of news to the lowest common denominator 
of popular demand. But they do not hire 
out their news and editorial columns to 
advertising agencies, as the advocates of 
sponsored programmes suggest should be 
done in the case of radio and television 
Sponsoring means the end of all editorial 
responsibility and makes the advertising 
agency the sole judge of what is produced ; 
it therefore violates every principle of a 
free press. 


The case which advocates of radical 
revision of the Charter adduce can be stated 
briefly. Firstly, it is widely agreed that 
there should be as much variety and 
compeution as possible within our public 
utilities. This is the case for drastic regional 
devolution to counteract the centralising 
tendencies of Broadcasting House. Secondly, 
there is grave doubt whether a_ public 
Corporation, dominated by men brought 
up in sound-casting, may not cramp the 
style of television. The B.B.C. does show 
many of the failings of a monopoly. It 
has, for instance, retarded the development 
of Frequency Modulation which could 
have provided scores of local radio stations 
to challenge its monopoly. If it is left in 
sole charge of T.V. will it not misuse its 
powers ? In the third place, there is the 
problem of how to finance this expensive 
new medium. Since the viewer’s licence 
costs no more than a radio licence, he is 
being heavily and quite unfairly subsidised 
by the listener. 

If these are indeed the three relevant 
criticisms of the present Charter, Parliament 
must consider whether they can be met 
without radically changing the structure 
of broadcasting. In the case of finance, 
they certainly can. It is sheer nonsense 
to pretend that the B.B.C. requires adver- 
tising revenue in order to pay for develop- 
ment of television. All that is needed 
is to double the cost of the television 
licence and prevent the Treasury from 
raiding licence revenues. 





422 


But this still leaves unanswered the question 
whether a highly centralised sound-casting 
monopoly should be left in sole control of 
television. We understand that there are 
insuperable technical objections to the obvious 
proposal that an independent British Television 
Corporation should be established alongside 
the B.B.C., on the analogy of B.E.A. and 
B.O.A.C. We are left therefore with a sharp 
dilemma. Either the monopoly must be left 
as it is, or we must be prepared to see commer- 
cial television competing with B.B.C. tele- 
vision, just as commercial radio now competes 
with Government networks in Canada, Austra- 
lia and New Zealand. 

This latter proposal has its attractions. It 
would be possible to lay down that commercial 
television should be entrusted to a Corporation 
operating under a Charter which strictly 
regulated its activities. Indeed, such a Charter 
could forbid any form of sponsoring, and 
allow the Corporation merely to sell a limited 
amount of advertising time in exactly the same 
way as a newspaper sells space. But if all 
these essential safeguards were introduced, 
would the commercial corporation be able to 
earn its way? We doubt it. Indeed it may 
well be that commercial television must either 
be very profitable and very nasty, or so confined 
Sy regulation that it ceases to be a commercial 
proposition. It is no secret that Lord Beveridge, 
when he set out on his inquiry, was determined 
to end the monopoly. That he finally recom- 
mended its retention is probably due to his 
discovery that, despite all its defects, the 


B.B.C. remains the least of all possible evils. 


This indeed is the case for renewing the Charter 
as soon as possible and concentrating attention 
on the very considerable improvements— 
particularly decentralisation—which can be 
made within the established structure of the 
present Corporation. 


Purchase Tax 

We find little cause to cavil at the Chancellor’s 
refusal to yield to the textile lobby and remit 
purchase tax——either permanently or temporarily 
—from cotton goods. If it stimulated buying— 
and this is uncertain, for present consumers’ 
resistance is Operating just as strongly against 
unsold ex-Utility stocks as against costly lines 
a P.T. “holiday” would probably lead, as Mr. 
Butler argued, only to a renewed and worse 
slump later on. Permanent remission of P.T. 
in the case of cotton goods would lead to irre- 
sistible claims for similar concessions over the 
whole range of consumers’ goods. It may be, 
of course, that as a result of the Government’s 
policy of restricted credit and dearer interest 
rates, we are moving into a phase of general 
trade recession and widespread unemployment; 
but in that event the situation calls, not for 
tinkering with purchase tax, but for a new 
reflationary Budget—a step which would make 
nonsense of the whole conception of forgoing 
butter in order to have guns. 

The real case against the new purchase tax 
arrangement—assuming that revenue must be 
secured at the price of a tax which undoubtedly 
distorts and hampers industrial production—is 
that in the case of many commodities the D 
figure appears to have been fixed too low: in 


footwear and leather goods, as well as many tex- 
tiles, the Government seems to have departed 
from the sensible recommendation of the Douglas 
Committee that about half of the goods produced 
should be exempt from tax. The effect of taxa- 
tion which actually puts up the prices of the 
previous tax-exempt top-grade Utility lines 
must be to encourage the production of shoddy 
stuff which should not be permitted to reach the 
shops. Mr. Butler hinted that he would be pre- 
pared to reconsider D figures during the Com- 
mittee stage of the Finance Bill; and the Oppo- 
sition, we trust, will hold him to this. 


Moscow and Lancashire 

Having firmly refused purchase tax conces- 
sions, Mr. Butler endeavoured to appease 
Northern M.P.s by announcing that additional 
orders would promptly be placed on Govern- 
ment account for £20-£25m. of textiles required 
under the Defence programme. This endeavour 
to make rearmament overtly serve the needs of 
employment may be of some assistance to York- 
shire but it is unlikely to do much for Lanca- 
shire, where the tale of idle looms grows 
ominously. An immediate cure for Lancashire's 
distress would be to secure new export outlets; 
and it is not surprising that the textile industry 
should be taking a lively interest in the reports 
that, at the unofficial economic conference now 
being held in Moscow, the Russian and other 
delegates from the Eastern Bloc made a con- 
tingent offer to place large orders for British 
cotton and woollen goods. 

It is, however, important to appreciate that 
the offer is conditional. Eastern Europe is not 
in acute need of British textiles, and in any case 
such goods could have been bought by the 
Soviet Union and the Eastern Democracies at 
any time during the past year. Orders for tex- 
tiles would be placed only as part of a large pur- 
chasing programme which ‘would include 
machinery and other capital goods whose sale 
by Britain to Communist countries is now effec- 
tively vetoed by the United States as a deliberate 
act of Cold War policy. We have consistently 
held in this journal that a re-opening of East- 
West trade is essential if a viable economy for 
Britain and other Western European countries 
is to be achieved. But there is no good blinking 
the fact that trade on the lines now being dis- 
cussed in Moscow could be secured only at the 
cost of a first-class row with Washington. 


Breathing Space for Sterling 

Mr. Butler was entitled to express qualified 
satisfaction at the decrease in the sterling area’s 
gold and dollar deficit in March. Though the 
total deficit for the first quarter of the year was 
$636m., as compared with $940m. in the last 
quarter of 1951, the gap in March was only 
$71m.—a significant improvement. The posi- 
tion, of course, is not quite so satisfactory as 
the March figures suggest, because the balance 
was struck after taking into account special 
receipts amounting to $75m. These transac- 
tions included the sale to us for sterling of 
$28m. of South African gold, and $35m. re- 
ceived from the U.S. from special sales of rubber 
and tin. Allowing for the fact that these receipts 
are non-recurring, it cannot be said that the 


sterling area is yet “out of the red.” Moreover, 


The New 
it is evident that a good deal of the lessening 
of the strain on sterling has been duc to foreign 
traders, who had been going deliberately short 
of sterling in the hope of devaluation, hurrying 
to cover their needs when the nature of the 
Budget was known. During the next few 
months the effect of recent cuts should be more 
visible in the import figures; but, so far as the 
U.K. is concerned, the outlook for exports is 
darkened by various import bans recently an- 
nounced by other members of the sterling area. 
The final results of nations trying to live by 
throwing out each other’s washing -have yet to 
be seen. 
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South-East Asia and the U.S.S.R. 

American policy of trading dollars for bases 
which has undermined the independence of the 
West is producing the opposite result in South- 
East Asia, notably in Indonesia and Burma. The 
new Cabinet, announced in Djakarta last week, 
includes some of their ablest men who have con- 
sistently stood for an independent policy in 
foreign affairs. Dr. Rum (Interior) made this 
the centre of his policy when he served as 
Foreign Minister in the Natsir Government; Dr. 
Sumitro (Finance) is back again from the Social- 
ist Party; and the Sultan of Djogjakarta 
(Defence) returns to office—an appointment re- 
flected in the immediate setting up of a Cabinet 
Committee to deal with questions relating to 
internal security. This is a Cabinet which is 
more in line with the Government recently 
elected in Burma, Indonesia’s closest neighbour. 
Thakin Nu (who now wishes to be known as U 
Nu) has a strong team with Left-wing Socialists 
in key positions. His Defence Minister (U Ba 
Swe) presided last week over the meeting of 
Asian Socialist leaders from Indonesia, India, 
Japan and Burma at which stress was made on 
an independent Socialist foreign policy. 

Meanwhile in Indonesia and Burma, which 
have recently exchanged official goodwill mis- 
sions, closer relations are being developed both 
with the Soviet Union and with China, Un- 
official delegations, both blessed by their respec- 
tive Governments, have been sent from Burma 
and Indonesia to the Economic Conference in 
Moscow. In common with other Asian coun- 
tries, their first problem is to raise the standard 
of living, and, whilst retaining their independ- 
ence in foreign affairs, they see new opportuni- 
ties of obtaining goods, such as tractors, from 
the Communist-dominated world which the 
Czpitalist world, now committed to vast rearm- 
ament schemes, cannot supply. In the long run, 
and certainly as long as the industrial output of 
the West is geared to the requirements of 
N.A.T.O., those who rule over a hundred 
million customers in South-East Asia are un- 
likely to shut their eyes to the possibilities now 
under discussion in Moscow. 


South Africa Celebrates—and Protests 
While White South Africa celebrates the 300th 
anniversary of Jan van Riebeeck’s landing at the 
Cape, the non-White communities are gathering 
their strength for a direct challenge to the more 
oppressive aspects of White supremacy. Con- 
sidering the manifold ways in which the Africans, 
Indians and Coloureds of South Africa—nearly 
10 million people as compared with 2} million 
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Whites—suffer from racial oppression, it must be 
said that they and their leaders are exercising 2n 
admirable restraint. They did not, after ali 
initiate their planned campaign of civil dis 
obedience (to the pass laws and other discrimin- 
atory laws) on April 6, the tercentenary of van 
Riebeeck’s landing: instead, they held protest 
meetings and arranged for their campaign to go 
into action in a series of careful stages which are 
to begin in the course of the next week or so 
White South Africans may be tempted to see in 
this delay an evidence of African incapacity to 
organise in self-defence; and to conclude that 
the African bark in South Africa is still much 
worse than the African bite. But to base racial 
policy—as the Nationalists evidently mean to 
continue to base it—on the belief that the non 
White communities are incapable of defending 
themselves, is to court disaster in a world which 
more and more condemns racial persecution, and 
in an Africa which is rapidly acquiring conscious 
ness of its wrongs. Among those who sent tele- 
grams of good wishes to the non-White com- 
munities last week-end were Chou En-lai, Nehru, 
ind Nkrumah. By persisting in their chosen 
course, Dr. Malan and his friends invite ruin not 
nly for White men and women in South Africa, 
but also for the White 
everywhere. 
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cause of minorities 


B.O.A.C. Wins its Wings 


B.O.A.C.’s achievement in showing a small 
profit for the financial year just ending calls for 
the warmest congratulation from a 
public 


tax-weary 
For the airline corporations are, despite 
Conservative propaganda, the only nationalised 
industry whose deficit has to be met from taxa- 
tion, The extent of B.O.A.C.’s success may not 
be widely realised in the complicated tangle of 
international air finance. But there are very few 
airlines im the world, flying the .runk routes, 
which are able to balance their books without 
State assistance, whether by direct 
“special” prices for the carriage of mail or what- 
ever other concealed subvention. B.O.A.C 
greatly handicapped in its early years by being 
compelled, for reasons of public policy, to keep 
in service many obsolescent, even obsolete, types 
f aircraft, pending the development of new 
British types. Now, with its three main fleets 
f Constellations, Argonauts and Hermes, and 

ith the Comet just coming into service, it has 
1 chance to show its real mettle 


subsidy, 


was 


There are 
arguments, to be sure, on grounds of gencral 
aviation policy against forcing the British Cor- 
porations to make profit their main objective. 
But these cannot conceal the high degree of 
and efficiency which B.O.A.C. has 
achieved under the leadership of Sir Miles 
Thomas and Mr. Whitney Straight. The suc- 
cessful accounts indicate the measure of public 


confidence 


satety 


WASHINGTON 


Eisenhower and Europe 


Our Washington Correspondent writes: General 


Fisenhower’s 


ited with 
ind foes alike 


return to the United States is now 
curiosity by political friends 
Supporters desire the inspiration 
presence. Critics would like 
current political questions 
ntative Adam Powell, the Negro ¢ 


eager 


pecific 
Repre- 
*ngressman 


‘rs to 


New York who wrote Is 
W'ar ? 


Eisenhower! 


from 
Man's 


whether 


Tits a White 
attempting to find 


egrega 


has been out 
sull believes in the 
tion of Whites and N the American 
Army and, if so, why. In this atmosphere 
General’s report on SHAPE’s first 


largcly for wh 


egroes in 
the 
vear has been 


read at it tells about Eisenhower 


it tells about a viabk 
and the 
evoked 


rributes were paid to Eisen 


rather than for what 


European defence Phus the report 


broadcast which accompanied it wick 
spread satisfaction 
hower’s own services in providing imaginative 
leadership in his year 
Many found themselves 
in the New York Herald 


is too Important 


as Supreme Commander 
agreeing with a ¢ 
Tribun 


to leave to generals, 


mment 
that just a val 
Oo general 
have become too important to be left merely 
to war 

Although some complained that the report was 
prepared too much from the standpoint of a 
political candidate, the only critical analysis of its 
relationship to German developments came, not 
urprisingly, Walter Lippmann He 
assumed that General Eisenhower's 
substantially completed 
posal about Germany on March 10, 
that when the General wrote that the 
tion of military from We 
into N.A.T.O. “ would be a long step toward the 
unification of the 


other 


trom 
report wa 
Sovier 


ind 


before the pro 
noted 
consolida 
elements tern Germany 
describing 
Washington 
Western capitals at that time 


Europe” he was 


situation as seen from and 
Lippmann main 
tains it is HOW impossible tor the Western nation 
to claim that their present the 
unification of For Germans ate now 
offered from the West unity with Western Europe 


founded on 


policies mean 


Europe 
ind from 
offered unification of Germany 
that a 


the disunity of Germany, 
the East they are 
first, and after 
possibilities 


here is 


number of interesting 
little that a re-examination of 
German policy is under way at the State Depart 
ment, for this Administration, whose days are now 
numbered whatever the result of the 
now disinclined to take bold new 
present Is 
achievements of its policy 


sign 


election, is 
steps. Its main 


concern at to consolidate the existing 
This will not be easy 
in view of the lessened influence of the President 


on Congress Administration supporters wer¢ 
unable to prevent the House of Represertatives 
from slashing the funds tor the Voice of America 
and allied half, and 
knocking out all funds for the American Govern 


ment to be represented at 


activities almost in from 
international 
If the Senate fails to restore this particul ul 
State Department fund, it will 


conter 
ences 
have to go t 
Congress with 
250 times 


special appropriation Bills som«e 

Similarly the Foreign Aud Bill 
difficult passage through its many 
stages of consideration, although the 


i year 
is having a 
strength of 
the popular sentiment for General Eisenhower in 
the primary 


musers to 


has caused some econo 
the 1948 of those 
candidates who had opposed the Marshall Plan 
The Administration’ 
ire but a 
President 
Stages of its 


elections 
remember fate in 
difficulties with Congr« 
ymptom of the general 
Truman’s Government in 


life. When he 


accept renomination, he 


malaise 
the closing 
innounced that he 


had 


destinies of hi 


would not 
virtually 
party. 

which high 
in quick succession, sh« 
rosy light but not a 


already 


ceased to control the 


The curious developments last week, in 
lett the 
wed Mr. Truman in a 
light. Hi 
enforce an accepted policy to control inflation, in 
the — steel Mr. Wilson’ 
resignation, and his failure to translate his genuine 
desire to eliminate corruption from the Federal 
ranks into an agreed programme of action, in th 


dispute which led the Attorney-General, 


three official Government 


strong inability t 
which led to 


Case 


Mr 


to} 


y out of the door 
t kicked Mr N whold 
how one ¢an 


nples of 


President 


WESTMINSTER 
Refined Obstruction 


Ou { 1 rites I 
than a handful of M.P.s was 
Army Act unul last 


k book, which covers every 


Parliamentary Co pondent 
doubt whether more 
aware of the existence of the 
aspect 
ind airman’s life, must be pessed 
en March 30 and April 30. That 
l with th Bill 

has been con 
not been revised since 1881; 
fantasti 


period u 
why e Act, though ut 
} 


idded to, has 


yncides Finance 
c xpi ill 
stantly 
ome a museum 

on indentured labour and 

which lays soldier 


down that every 


10 ounces of meat 


Dhis r the 


with his hot tea 

Minister of War, 
cheme for a 22-year 
i minor Bill to add a 
Army Act. At once, 
their chance They 
imendments to the new 
perfectly entitled 
vising the Act itself 
Order Paper went 
only 


cleal 


and then hey 


to do t 


were 


about the job of re 


Down on the a hundred and 


eight amendments whicl dealt with its first 


thirty clau , and it wa that another five 


hundred 
ould be 


not 


or Six crious and substantial 


idded 


until late on 


umend 
ment at will 

tht that the 
Army Act 
the full 


debate 


Tuesday n 
The 
Commuttee of 
hours of k 
word 
Brigadier Head realised that he 


forcin 


Ir Wa 
Grov 
had to be discussed in a 
House, ilter 


on the m« 


ernment saw the red light 


and seven irned 


ming of the “active service,” 
had no chance of 
his little Bill through, against the Opposi 
a dozen well-briefed Labour back 
benchers. Since soldier’s pay stops if the Army 
Act is not law by April 30, the ¢ 
uddenly faced with the prospect of 
whole of April discussing 
me could dismiss as 
ne I Member “we 
eel it more useful to spend Parliamentary time 
next Army Act than on 
ind Parliament is perfectly 
in this way.’ 


tion of about 
overnnient were 
pending the 
imendments which no 
filibustering. As 
quite 


obstructive 


abour put it solemnly, 


month on reforming the 
denationalising steel 


entitled to spend its time Hurriedly 


negotiations were started through the usual 


channels ”; and the Labour front bench, which up 

cihously regarded the whole 
red that its 
hance of dictating 
For 
not 


its business 


1ddenly discove 
het ’ given ita 
urrender to the 


ynnditional Government 


there was nothing which the Government wa 


prepared to concede in order to save 
me-tabl 

On Thursday night the terms of surrender were 
innounced: a Selec 1 Depart 

ntal Committee are to be established to ret« 
Army Act and to report 
ind Wigg had scored a nice 
ind they celebrated it 
Head himself to reintroduce the 
amendment they had put down on the 
Order Paper, an Tories had 
forty-eight 
Box th 


abour 


t Commiuttee and 
mm 
tt whole by July 3] 
Paget 
mentary victory 
pelling Brigadier 
first 


sing irlia 


by com 


very 
amendment which the 
oted down atter hours of debate 
hours Compared with the 

byesque me f ing th I 


Governm< vith mmnecessary lat 


just 
previously 
hara 
night 
‘prayers,’ tl i fined and muclt mor 
Mr. Crookshank 
the Army Act 


is not the only weapon in the procedural armoury 


formidable delaying tactic; and 


must have the uneasy feeling that 


of the ingenious Bing 
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yate, which is the main village in the district 
that Warbey was contesting, the villagers live 
ii constant peril from the heavy trucks which 
hurtle through on AS. Narrow streets and hope- 
less lighting make it one of the worst road 
hazards in the fact underlined by 
the nominal speed limit of 15 miles an hour. 
A bye-pass is one obvious solution. But, when 
Warbey suggested that a new rail link could be 
pushed up from a now disused loop, running 
from the main Midland line up through the 


country, a 


new town at Hemel Hempstead and on to Dun- 
stable, some people realised for the first time 
that, whether they liked Warbey’s plan or not, 
there was no reason to accept the existing ways 
of dealing with trathe as il they were immut- 
able facts of geography. The in 
clusion that the villagers draw is 
and landed 
blighted the countryside too long. 


mediate con 


sloth 


that the 


indiflerenc ol the interest has 


* * 7 


I knew vaguely that the French had been up 
to something big in the Himalayas a year or two 
ago, but it wasn’t ull I went to the Annapurna 
film last week in the Central Hall, Westminster, 
that I reali: 
ment it 


sd just what a remarkable achieve- 
was. A very impressive colour film, 
supplemented by some stills, showed the story 
from the expedition’s arrival in Khatmandu to 
their return march through Nepal after their 
conquest of Annapurna, which is 26,000 feet and 
the highest peak ever conquered 
complete because no film record and 


still could be made of the final stages. 


The story was 
not quite 
only one 
The gap was filled in by Maurice Herzog, leader 
of the 
moving terms, the last desperate stage, when he 
and Lachenal were racing the monsoon. They 
got to the top, and back to camp—but the 
weather had broken, Herzog had lost his gloves 
and his fingers were dead. Struggling down in 
storm next day they failed to find the next camp 
and bivouacked in a crevasse where they were 
nearly buried by an avalanche; both got terribly 
frostbitten feet. Somehow they got out and met 
the supporting party. I shall not easily forget 
the shot of Herzog staggering somehow into the 
base camp, safely supported by two Sherpas. 
“We've got to the top,” he told the others; 
“ Now it’s your job to get us home.” And—on 
sledge, on backs, on hammocks, on stretchers 

they did, down the mountain im the monsoon, 
through flooded valleys, back to Khatmandu and 
the plane to France. 

* 


*xpedition, who described, in simple and 


* * 


A friend has been telling me about the work 
of the Isobel Cripps Centre which 1s established 
in London under the Presidency of Lady Cripps 
to teach the principles of “ psychophysical re- 
education.” This is the technique of teaching 
people to improve their posture so as to secure 
maximum co-ordination of the various parts of 
the body and achieve relaxation in activity as 
well as at rest. To the layman it sounds a sensible 
approach to the stresses of modern life; and I am 
not surprised to hear that under Isobel Cripps’s 
crusading sponsorship the Centre is winning 
support. I am sceptical about most forms of 
medicine and therefore disposed to sympathise 
with those who teach sensible methods of avoid- 
ing physical breakdown. My informant, who 
originally went to the Centre seeking relief from 


a painful and recurring ailment of the back, tells 
me thai as a result of learning the technique he 
has tor the last four years been free of the com 
plaint and has twice the stamina and half the 
fatigue he ever knew before. 

2 * * 

At a remarkable party given at the Indonesian 
Embassy on Monday night, the famous dances 
of Java, Bali and Sumatra wete performed by 
Indonesian dancers to the accompaniment of an 
Indonesian orchestra played by young Dutch 
men and women wearing Javanese 
Surely a triumph of cultural co-operation. 


clothes 
The 
xylophones and brass gongs which, together 
with long oval drums, made up the Javanese 
gamelan orchestra were made in Holland under 
the direction of a young Dutch musician who 
began ten years ago, during German occupation, 
t» collect a group of enthusiasts who have been 
I have 
seen some of the dances more than once before, 
I particu- 
larly enjoyed the stylised fight of two Ramayana 
The Kebyar is a surprising Balinist 
dance in which the performer: stands 
upright, but relies for emotional effect 
the movements of his hands and changes of 
facial expression; the dance from Sumatra, of 
course, was the familiar candle dance in which 
the dancer, holding lighted candles on plates 
in each hand, turns somersaults and rolls on the 
ground, miraculously keeping the candles alight 
and upright as they pass under and round his 
body. They tell me that this is a rice harvest 
dance in which “ the plate symbolises prosperity 
and abundance, and the light of the candles, lie 
CRITIC 


practising Indonesian music ever since. 
but never so exquisitely performed. 


heroes. 
never 


on 


that is ever young and new.” 


THIS ENGLAND 


Prizes are awarded of {1 for the first entry 
and ¢ - for each of the others printed. 

Paste entries on a POSTCARD. 

did thew job, 
last 


committee were 


Indicating how ly they 


he told the Council tha t their meeting, all 
engaged, for 
paper 
Lincolnshire 


the members of the 


1 ime, on heets of toilet to see 
which firm offered the best value! 


Echo H. C. West.) 


conning 


When Gilbert wrote the lyrics of The Yeoman 
of the Guard and Sullivan added the music, well 
over 50 neither could have 
that in 1952 the senior scholars of the Mablethorpe 
County School would be presenting this musical 


play.—Lowth Standard. (M. Horne.) 


years ago, visualised 


It (Phe National Coal Board 
committees—a savournng of 
Colhery Guardian H 


is to-day run by 
word Communism.— 
Gasse 

Because householders in an Olton road think that 
their homes are not of the type indicated by the 
name of the road—Ulverley Terrace—it has been 
renamed Ulverley Crescent.—Birmingham Mail 


(H. F. Hands.) 


A doctor said 
+ man 


zes to-day that 
police to have been “ fighting 
drunk ” when arrested for a motoring offence, was 
suffering from a highly developed neurosis. This 
was largely attributable to the fact that he had won 
more than £20,000 on a football pool 


at Liverpool Ass 


tated by the 


Manchester 


Evening Chronicle | 


Jeremy Mitchell 


An intellectual bachelor required for pig farming 
Advt. in The Times John M. Hall.) 
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BLACK INGRATITUDE 


“Western European civilisation ha 
» South Africa as a sacred trust 
1¢ non-European populauon.”—D) 


been delivered 
for all sex 
Malan. 
Malan the Prophet's voice is heard— 
Though Europe’s feet have gone astray, 
South Africa is not deterred 
From walking in the Christian way. 
rhe Afrikaner by God's grace 
Is guardian of the Native 


tions 


race. 


On Gospel truth the Fiders stand, 
Heirs in an unbelieving age 

Of Athens, Rome, the Holy 
Civilisation’s heritage, 

And Dutch Retormed, God-fearing 

Will act a its lights 


Land— 


Whites 


cording 


Though ignorance and prejudice 
Would try the patience of a Job, 

When those of little faith dismiss 
lhe Nationalist as Negrophohe, 

South Afra by faith sustained 

Wal rule the Blacks as God ordained. 


The Nationalists Elect, 
From the non-European’s touch, 
From all defilement will protect 
Ihe threatened and outnumbered Dutch 
Since God himself has specified 
The guifs that White from Black divide. 


, God's 


Civilisation we preserve 
in spite of Commonwealth attacks 
Subjection is decreed to serve 
Che higher interests of the 
\nd racial segregation laws 
Are pillars of the Christian cause 


Blac! ay 


And though the subj ct Native « i 
Campaign against a law so just, 
South Africa unto the last 


Siands faithful to her sacred trust, 
4 


raduced, maligned, misunderstood, 


“7 
And faced with Black ingratitude 


= 
Banzai! 
By a Special Correspondent in Japan 


[in Japanese are off to a flying start in the 
headlong rush for democratic 
bonds of Occupation 


rom the 
Indeed, the Western ob- 
be struck by the resemblance to a 
wide “banzai charge” as 
treaty 


escape 
server must 
nahon rauihication oi 


the peace is assured. The contemporary 
yCCTIC 


reckless 


1 wild confusion of bawling patriotism, 
idvance with wasteful casualties undet 
expendable leadership, and an arrogant skyful of 
Rising Sun flags. Even stubborn optimists who 
helped shape the Occupation, and who were 
proudly convinced of the permanence of their 
democratic achievement, are agitated at the en 
destruction of 
the beneficent 
Western standards. There is a brutal nip of 
ingratitude in the crisp spring air of Tokyo. The 
symbol of the Occupation in the early days was 
1 crusading evangelist, carrying the pious gospel 
of the West to blandly bowing crowds in the atom 
rubble of Hiroshima itself. (“How many villages 
have democratised this month?” was the 
celebrated inquiry of a newly arrived U.S. Mili- 
tary Government colonel to his prefectural staff.) 
To-day, the evangelist has been replaced by a 
King Lear from Washington, D.C., dismayed and 
wincing from thankless banzai swords sharpe1 
than any dishonourable serpent’s tooth 

The spectacle has its pathetic undertones but 
it was to be expected. No one lived in 
Japan before the Occupation Experiment in Illu 
sion really had any doubt of the artificiality of the 
repression imposed on the people by the sur- 


thusiastic precious 


down of 


Occupation 


reforms and tearing 


you 


who 
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to be purged for 
} before taking of 
inhapj was acceptable to th cupation and wh 
ince filled Hatoyama’s vacancy. Hatoyama 
is understood s prudent enough to secure 
vritten promi mm his old friend, Yoshida, 
tand down *n all the Occupation not 
blown ov , ut he urging 
Cabinet 
now showings , t clinging 
in obstinate tell a sturdy spec 
‘ , old sc lw cigars, Like 
k with demands I merica to mn of himself as “the Churchill of Japan,’ 
nts being described as “<¢ servative ” instead 
liberal,” and boas the rare distinction in 


fe oO never been mixed 


panese political li 
in a corruption scan ral reaction | 
democratic parliamentary meth is still best 
ummed up in the querulous inquiry of Mrs 
Miyamoto, wife of the Patriarch of the Hairy 
Ainus in Hokkaido, after the 
both Hairy Ainu candidate 


f ‘ ddy. . What's the good of democracy if ple you im 194 


State Department 
uable remark 
in War and 
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ts? in Japan and did 


ld “dangerot 
advising ” e new Spec nvestig ‘he Japanese, traditionally 
ire anti-Communist. Thei 
tend to keep them in line wit t mmmunist ie sence of a Court of Criminal A 
awakening Communist Party. Anothe policy in the Pacific ft ne time larly uerns« , mer policemen ha 
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destroyed. Alderney was totally evacuated, and 
had to be resettled. Guernsey and Jersey had to 
absorb nearly half their old populations, returning 
from exile; to build up their cattle stocks; and 
restore their important and cul- 
The islands needed food, equipment, ferti- 
They had to win back their old 


flowers, 


tomato potato 
tures 
lisers and coal. 
markets for potatoes and tomatoes, and 
the tourists, on whom the islands depend for a 
arge part of their trade balance, had to be enticed 
back again 
formidabk 


group of 


Taken together, these tasks were 
enough to need all the efforts of a 
islands whose total population is no 
larger than that of an 
and whose only 
ture and summer 


county 
resources are intensive horticul- 


average borough, 
visitors 
back to normal 

financial crisis wa 


‘To-day, conditions seem 
10 be The immediate post-war 
overcome by means of British 
Government millions of 
pounds, and the shortage of supplies was made 
up by giving the the 
export markets balance of 
tored, 
of themselves 


granis running into 


islands same priorities as 
trade has 


take care 


Now 


been re the an in agam 


If, politically and socially, the years of German 
rule 
this 
islanders’ 


lett a legacy of resentment and suspicion, 
with the 
outsiders 
that the 
Channel 
Jerseymen or Guernsevmen 
; and there 
insularity 
Nazi OK 
placidly here was, after all, no sharp break in 
the their political life 
permitted to continue theu 
government 


does not interfere much 
traditional 
I hope I may be forgiven for 
majority think of 
Islanders—or 

and only secondly as 
that 


them 


seem to 


solidarity against 


saying 


themselves first as 


even as 
sritish subjects 


is no doubt this conscious maa 


it easier tor to bear the upation 


rhythm ol They were 
form of civil 


with the Germans temporarily re- 


own 


without 
Alderney was it 
igain from seratch after the 
laboriously to the broken 


placing the British as ultimate arbiters 
any break. Only 
necessary to start 


in the case of 
war 
and 


piece togethey 


threads of the social fabric 
The 


The government of the islands is sull archaic in 


war, however, did bring some change: 


form, but constitutional reforms have carried the 
various States further towards real representative 
democracy rhe number of elected deputies has 
the extended, 
though each assembly still contains a number of 
In 
by 
twelve 


been increased and franchise 
nominated, permanent or ex officio members 
Sark, the forty 
right in Pleas 


In Sark, too, it was necessary 


landowners sit 
alongside the 


for mstance, 
the Chet 
elected deputies 
to hold two special elections and to pass a Valida- 
tion Act in order to make up for the twenty-five 
years in which, by virtue of the Chief Pleas’ failure 
out the electoral reform which followed 
World War, 
been invalid. In Guernsey and Jersey—in 
the latter largely through the initiative of a 
now defunct “ resistance” group called the Jersey 
Democratic Movement—consttutional 
gave St. Peter Port and St. Helier 
voice to that of the countryside 
For it is the conflict of outlook between the 
two large towns and their respective hinterlands 


tw carry 
the 
have 


First its slation proved to 


Case 


changes 
a more equal 


which is the line of political division in the two 
iarger islands, much more than 
cleavage about wartime behaviour. 
more 


lingering 
The growers, 
minded than the 
townsfolk, have dominated the States in the past, 
and it is them that the 
comes cither to political reforms, which weaken 


any 


conservative and economy 


from greatest resistance 
their hold on the government, or to social legis 
an additional financial burden 
None of the islands 


politics in the British sense, and voting in the 


lation, which lays 


upon them has party 
States tends to follow this urban-rural antagonism. 


It is only since the war that Guernsey has had 


“Labour” candidates—backed by the local 
branch of the Transport and General Workers 
Union—and the three who were successful at the 
recent general election speak in the States rather 
more as the representatives of the St. Peter Port 
interest than of organised Labour. And 
in Jersey, the T. & G.W. and an embryonic 
Labour Party rely upon “ progressive” deputies 
from St 


merely 


Helier to champion causes they have at 
heart against the conservative and rural element 

Seven after liberation, in fact, the 
islanders are back into their familiar groove, with 
but minor modernity They 
appreciate Apart from the 
fiscal and both 
hybrid culture and the of purchase 
are 
tourists 


years 


concessions to 
their special status 
advantages of home rule their 
absence ind 
points of attraction to 
they feel that they can opt out 
contemporary 


excise taxes great 
summer 
of many troubles. Foreign policy 
is not for them; they have not, indeed, accepted 
conscription yet, though it is clearly coming upon 
them. ‘They have priority supplies of 
especially motor cars, and the posses of 


the 


had many 
things, 
travellers hotels or 
this are evidence 
of the mainland’s anxiety for their custom. “Why 


should we worry,” said a Jersey shopkeeper, “ we 


commercial you meet in 


on the planes at time of year 


shall be all right until the Russians come, and we 
can’t stop them.” ‘The geography lesson of 1940, 
ull fresh in the islanders’ minds 


NORMAN MACKENzII 


Port, Guernsey. 


it scems, 1S 


St. Peter 


Fortune-tellers 


T ie other day I went to have my fortune told 
One of the odd things about the law of England 
is that, despite the Vagrancy Act, 1824, 
have 


you can 


this done anywhere in the country and at 
You do not have to wait until a travel 
ling showman brings ‘his disciples to your local 
heath amusement has 
fortune-teller, usually wearing a Paisley shawl and 
masquerading as a gypsy. a West End 
fun-fair, where slot-machines lined the walls (most 


any time 


nearly every arcade its 


I chose 


of them illegal), two strikingly different melodies 
belched simultaneously from two juke-boxes, and 
i group of young Negroes, grouped disconsolately 
round the one nearest the entrance, twitched them 
hunched rhythmical and 
didn’t even look up as I slipped by. T hoped their 
absorption would last until I was behind the for 
tune-teller’s curtain, and T think it did 

She began by collecting half a crown from me, 


shoulders in unison 


spreading out my left hand, and examining 1 for 
character 
ruthless. ‘hat was all, really; if I wanted a right- 
hand reading (which, of course, was the one that 
really mattered) it would be another five shillings, 
I paid up. I wouldn’t always have to do 
manual work, she read out from my right hand; 
times coming. I would probably 
national prize for rifle-shooting (at the 
moment, between ourselves, I should probably 
miss St. Paul’s from Ludgate Hill; but she may 
me in the marksman’s 
booth on the left as vou go out). But despite this 
kind of thing IT should never be wealthy 
live to a f 
happened—I couldn't quite understand what this 
was, but she discouraged questions: it may have 
been unless I died earlier. And that was all 

Tt may be all you can get in a fun-fair. Of its 
illegality there can’t be the smallest doubt: the 
prohibition in the Vagrancy Act, 1824, applies to 
“every person pretending or professing to tell for- 


Strong, she said this was, and a bit 


B 


deat 
better were 
win a 


have hoped to interest 


I should 


ripe old age unless something or other 


tunes, or” (this “or” is important) “using any 
subtle or device, by palmistry or 


otherwise, to deceive and impose on any of Her 


cralt, means, 
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Majesty's subjects.” Something told me that the 
lady in the fun-fair not only knew that her dis- 
course was bunk, but knew that I knew. Did 
that matter? If she were to be prosecuted, musi 
there be that she had 
"2? The Judges of the Queen’s Bench Divi 
sion have disagreed on this. In 1918 they 

Javis v. ( that such an intention is 
the ingredients of Mr. Justice 
hree years later 
that 


intention or not 


proof “intended to de 


CelVve 


urry 
the offence 
strongly dis the 


cided St 


matter 


senrng 


nehouse Masson it doe 


whether there was 


this 
is not entitled to call evidence 


believed herself 


the fortune-tecller 


he } 


ne fh 


that 


onesth 


usual powers he later decision 


whether tk 


really 


doubtful 
the fun-fair booths 
ley } 


now petter 


eem 


than to prophesy earl 
ind they do not 


or gullible spinsters Th fl 


asters 


nise to net husband 
icial immunity 
from the law may be dt » the fatuity of the 
pronouncement 


in the police; 


ind the shortage of 


but it 


man-pow 
certainly leads many peopl 
must be some way in which 
All the 
front-parlour practitic 
ymetimes 
“consultations ” and 
telling 
be on the right side of the law. “ But 
legal, aren’t they? ” IT was asked the 


1 man who disapproved of th 


e that there 
attain lega 


t) suppos 
they 


Is If believed that the 


status 


more, tl 


in respectable street charging 


guineas for 


or ten 


idverusing themselves as fortune 
omer 
em caustica 
residence—I 

have 
the same house 

have dropped on them at any ti 
this aspect of the thing has 


they're always in 
and dat 


twenty V 


mean 


mother ighter who been 
always in 
I lice coul 


I doubt i 


enough 


recei\ 
When the law is not enfor 

the 
the Vagrancy 


titention. 
*t knov 
flout 


and because 
Act so cheer 
rightly charged with 
obtaming money by false pretences are portrayed 
in t press reports 
belief that 


have the 


people d what law 1s 


fortun 
fully, while the few who 


are 
as heartless scoundrels 
kinds of { 


the police 


the 


grows some rtune-telle 


‘ 
approval of ind must ther« 


fore be reliable. Hence, perhaps, the demand to 
them in tun-tfairs, in fairs without fun, and in the 
occasional basement flat in Notting Hill 

The demand CXiSts 


caterers are 


certainly “ Amusement 
uthough the 

association regards fortunc-tellers without 
they will 
install one where the demand is apparent and the 
landlord not The Show 

men’s Guild of Great Britain does not admit them 


sensitive to it, and 
trade 
enthusiasm (very few being membet 


ground does object 
to membership, though some showmen tolerat 
them uneasily 

‘There are, however, 
Unnl 


made it the 


signs that the law itsel 
weakening 1948, when the Criminal ] 
Act the police, 
you or I could have arrested the lady in the fun 
fair and taken her to the police station. And 
because the Vagrancy Act provision has been used 
in this way against genuine spiritualists, whos« 
belicfs, still distrusted by the majority as a kind 
of frightening necromancy, have attracted som: 
thing unpleasantly resembling religious persecu 
tion, the Spiritualists’ National Union has now 


i 
u 


tice sole concern of 


succeeded in getting it repealed (so far as it could 
them) by the Fraudulent Mediums Ac: 
The ridiculous Witchcraft Act of 1735 
i; also repealed. A prosecution under the new 
Act requires proof of an intention to de 
the acceptance of money or some valuable thing, 


concern 
of 195] 


eve, 


ind of a pretence to spiritualistic, 


clairvoyant 


telepathic. o1 
Stage performers and con 
jurors benefit by a clause which says that the Act 
is not to apply to anything done “for the purpos: 
of entertainment”; and, t 


powers 


even if this does not 
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SULPHUR 


are me fire, that | may purify the house 


with sulphur’ wrote Homer in the Odyssey. 


From these ancient medicinal applications, 
sulphur, in the form of sulphuric acid and other 
chemicals, has so extended its uses that today 
this yellow rock, which burns to form choking 
fumes, is one of the most important elements 
used as a raw material in modern civilisation. 
In recent times most of the world’s needs for 
elemental sulphur—amounting to 5-6 million 
tons annually—have been supplied from deposits 
in the U.S.A., but these are fast becoming 
exhausted as more and more sulphur is 
needed for industrial, agricultural and 
other purposes. 

Since the early 1930s, L-C.1. has been 


developing methods of making sul- 


phuric acid from anhydrite, which is found 
in large quantities in many parts of Great 
Britain. It is fortunate, now that the sulphur 
situation is critical, that L.C.1. is thus able 
not only to increase its own production of 
British 


sulphuric acid from 


SOUTCES, but 
also to place iis accumulated research and 
production knowledge at the disposal of some 
of the British acid 


principal 


users Plans 


are indeed now going forward to install new 
plants which will make sulphuric acid from 


this indigenous raw material and thus reduce 


the need to import sulphur from over- 


seas. I.C.1. has also converted other 
plants to utilise the sulphur recovered 
oxide 


as spent made in the puri- 


fication of town gas. 
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exempt the woman who foresees that I shall win 
the Queen’s Cup at Bisley, she will escape be- 
cause the consent of the Director of Public Pro- 
secutions 18 necessary (and in her case will hardly 
be forthcoming) to prosecute her. 

The Larceny Act, 1916, can take care of the 
cynical frauds by which spinsters are induced to 
part with large sums of money to so-called gypsies 
who undertake to find them husbands by weav- 
ing spells, and of the pitiless harpies who enrich 
themselves at the expense of childless women 
willing to sell up their homes for quack fertility 
prescriptions, Only the Vagrancy Act remains 
t) control those who use palmistry, crystal-gazing, 
tea-leaves, astrology, and playing-cards to exploit 
the unshakable credulity of the superstitious. I 
do not myself urge that they should all be prose- 
cuted, especially while the newspapers and the 
soothsaying monthlies derive immunity from the 
High Court decision of 1936 (Barbanell v. Naylor 
that to the offence the fortune told 
must relate to an individual person and not, for 
example, to all those born in some kind of space- 
time relationship to a minor planet. And to en- 
force the Vagrancy Act “until the pips squeak,” 
which would mean prosecution for any amateur 
pretending to read character by palmistry at a 
children’s party, would be both absurd and im- 
possible. I am for scrapping laws rather than for 
making them Any law which is universally 
laughed at is highly eligible to be scrapped; but 
in place of this ineffectual provision of 1824, itself 
the product of superstition, I should like to see 
an enactment that not only empowered landlords 
to get fortune-tellers out of their premises but 
penalised them if they didn’t. Fortune-teller: 
not merely a symptom of the most abject 
spiritual poverty in a country that tolerates them 
they can great unhappiness among the 
ignorant and the credulous C. H. Ro_px 


To the Well 


Our local wash-house glows through mist or 
rain, behind the neon strips which dance in the 
wet pavements. At the rush-hours, people flood 
towards it as if to a tube-train, except that instead 
© parcels or evening papers they bear the week’s 
dry bundled under their arms. But they are 
yually dissimilar: only that look of purposetul- 
ness is common to the lady with the heel-less slip 
pers and the curling pins, and the pinstriped, 
black-hatted gentleman from the solicitor’s oppo 
site, For there might be a queue, and none of the 
washermen or women has time to waste 
Before the communal mateyness of this kind of 
washing begins to impress itself properly, piling 
up and weighing such very dirty linen in public is 
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accuses, “ul 


ather embarrassing. It is like glancing into 
uncurtained windows on early winter afternoons: 
the grimy collar, the vest with a hole in it attract 
as much curiosity as those glimpses of tea or 
dressmaking or domestic argument which catch 
the eye on a walk down a strange street. 
the contrast of laundry 


Besides, 
and owner is so often 
The pinstriped gentleman owns so 
many pairs of socks and football stockings—and 
why, meticulous in every detail of professional 


dres 


intriguing 


, is he so unselfconscious as to bear them all 
through London tied together with string? That 
nylon-limbed lovely in the litthe fur cap and the 
synthetic orchid—you would thought sh« 
would send her pillow-slips to an expensive hand 
finished laundry. The curling-pinned lady in the 
slippers has brought enough, bundled into 
bolster-cases, to fill two machines and cost two 
half-crown And there is something. slightly 
disconcerting about the schoolboy, casually tuck- 
ing sheets into the electric washer with one hand 
while the other disentangles the pages of 
coloured comic. 


have 


two 


his 


But, of course, once one has paid, and shame- 
facedly bundled the contents of one’s own linen 
basket into shiny machines, 
there is leisure. One relaxes into a bouncy chro- 
mium chair, though still a little tense. Just as the 
inexperienced broadcaster shivers and swallows 
unul the green light turns red, so the novice at 
the Launderette trembles for the scarlet blink in 
the white enamel which tells him to open the little 
trapdoor in the top of the machine and tip in the 
soap powder 


one in the rows of 


But once this is done, there i 
leisure to observe 
whirr of 


comfortably, gently wrapped 
the and tinkle of 
buttons slapped against steel sides 

One can watch the work through the glass door 
in the front of the machines, fascinated by ca 
cades of water and bubbles 


in the washers the 


the catch-as-catch-can 
process which shoves first one garment and then 
another to the front for inspection, then 
back again. Or one can escape to 
another world, like the schoolboy in his comic, or 
the pinstriped man in his Sartre (altogether a 
mass of contradictions, this pinstriped man). Or 


and 
snatches it 


one can make conversation to the lady next door, 
whose friends, it transpires, thought she was mad 
because she was the first in the Buildings to use 
this place. But they all do now, which certainly 
goes to show. Or just waiting for Action 
As, for instance, when the cloud of suds in the 
pinstriped man’s machine suddenly turns brigh 


Sit, 


t 
crimson, so that observers nudge one another and 
argue whether he, j 
from his book and told 
the pinstriped man, but nothing can be done 
machine must run its course 


the owner, should be draggec 
Eventually they detach 
the 
He puts away his 
book and stares agonised, until at last the washer 
twirls, spins, standstill, 
clothing flops to its floor. 

Feeling 


swings to a and th 


like Theatre Probationers, we wheel 
the damp piles in little enamelled pails to more 
white cylinders. These, howling like wolves on 
the insertion of a penny in a slot, extract gallons of 
water from what normal hands would consider 
only damp. The pinstriped man’s socks have 
run, and the white shorts are streaked like a set of 
Northern Lights. “I asked you,” the attendant 
the colours was fast—now didn’t 
I: ” “Get it out with a bit o” bleach,” the lady 
1.1 the curling pins advises; “ soak it,” from some- 
one Crimson as his socks, the pinstriped 
man wads his damp pink pile into a small wet 
haversack, and runs. “Not very friendly, is he? ” 
the lady in the curlers says. 

No doubt that is what it is. For in general, 
friendly is the word for our wash-house. It is 
true that we do not sway barefoot along the slimy 
pavements with shorts and slacks and pillow-cases 


else 


Lhe New Statesman and Nation, April 12, 1952 
piled on our heads; nor do we scream badinage 
at one another, pounding off shirt buttons against 
limestone chunks or slabs of bleached wood. But 
the wash-house is in many reincarnation 
Civilisation 


ways a 
of the village well. 
powders, 
Into i 


lightning wash- 
wringers—took away 
solitary, backbreaking, nail-shattering 
drudgery on Monday morning at the 
copper. And now, 
mechanisation to its 
iwain. The 
municipal, is 


it drove washing 


individual 


coming full circle, pursuing 


logical conclusion, it gives 


local wash-house, commercial or 


again becoming the 


hocal point 


i 


local existence, not only for the neighbourhood 


women, but quite often for its men. The regular 
come and go at their settled days and umes, 
ing triends, 
the 


Newcomers 


meet 
chatting to strangers, 
and 


inquiring alter 
attendant 
old 


oap into shirt 


rheumatism relatives of the 


are informed by 
rubbing 


avoiding the 


shepherde d 
letails as 


uch ¢ 
collars the night before, or 


hands upon + 
machine 
which has just spewed out some intensely 


greasy 
gossip, catch up 


books Per 


more effectively 


mechanics’ overalls 
knitting and their 
I relax, knit, read or 


a cuppa 


Friends 
library 
natter 


with 
ally 


ove! 


on- 
for me a wash-house which threw 
in a canteen as well would become a 
weekly But perhaps the 
knows that, and realises that if the thing became 
café-centre, the queues would be even longer, 
ind the Diana GILLONn 


Side 


side since 


more than 


centre management 


done 


On Our 


I HAVE always been on our I was a 
lad. It was an early day when I realised that we 
ire the only people who matter and that, among 
us, people like me matter most. 


ironing never 


For a couple 
Town 
When no one could prevent it I made 
Of course I was allowed no 


of seasons I wore a first team jersey on the 
Council 
a speech, mind of 


If the decision was between begonias 


my own 
and lobelias in the municipal window-boxes, | 
voted by sealed order from Party Headquarters 
If my fellow-stooges showed, by contrary vote, 
that they had contrary 
bewilderment. 


orders, I concealed m\ 
I was a sound party man 

It was some time before I met Incarnate Evil 
I was standing in the early March sun in an agony 
f the spirit between the pub where I like the 
people but not the beer and the pub where I hike 
the beer but loathe the people. A tall thin horse 
came up. It the 
jacket, a striped waistcoat and drainpipe trousers 
It smiled 

‘Are you Fosdyke? 

I admitted it. 

‘I'm Raphael Petticrow,” he said, 

“Oh,” I said. 

The smile was 
Suddenly 


wore cuffs on sleeves of it: 


it said. 
ull smiling 
a good turn, but on too long 
he realised it and switched off 

and have a drink,” he said and we went 
where I loathe both the beer 


‘Come 
to a pub and the 
people 

He got into trouble over this. His 
tended they didn’t like it. This mattered to him 
He was their parliamentary candidate. Somebody 
on our side said that if it was bad for 


side pre 


Petticrow 
it was bad for me, but then he caught whooping 
cough and no more was heard of it all. Anyway, 
if they hadn’t kept him they would have had to 
the others 

Next thing we heard, Incarnate Evil was stand- 
ing for the County Council. We had a meeting 
“ Must put somebody up against Petticrow,” said 
the Chairman. 

“Of course,” I said. 
our lot I looked around 
Several people were looking at me. My mate 
was looking at his feet. 


choose one of 


We're hot on loyalty in 
Nobody else spoke. 
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“You don’t mean me?” I said, but it seemed 
they did. 

We went to work. Everyone knows that our 
party stands for the right and their’s for the 
wrong. I explained this quite clearly in my elec- 
tion address, which had a photograph of me look- 
ing like a man caught robbing the kid’s money 
box. You will realise that I was indignant to 
read Petticrow’s election address claiming in two 
colours that he was right and we were wrong: 
there was a photograph of him, too, looking like 
“Before” in a constipation advert. 

The universal opposition threw their stone into 
the troubled pool. Petticrow, they said, repre- 
sented the old, bad task masters. I was a lumpen- 
leader, infantile Leftist, rural Bloomsburyite and 
social-fascist. They advised their members to 
vote for 

“That's five, Pll get, anyway,” I said. 

We had a_ loudspeaker terrible 
weather. I stood on village greens and bellowed 
soft persuasion into the teeth of fierce gales. The 


me 


and some 


electors, happy heirs of ‘Tolpuddle and the suffra- 
gettes, made their doors faster and saw to their 
window latches. When we held a meeting in- 
doors, all our side came along. 

Polling day was sunny and bright. There were 
plenty of people in the committee room, very 
It seemed a pity there was nothing to do. 


I asked. 


active. 
“ How are we getting on?” 
“ Apathy,” they said. 
“Ah, yes, Apathy,” I said, “ That’s what we're 
up against. Apathy. Well, I'd better go and look 
at the polling booths.” 


The first booth was in a school. One of Petti- 
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crow’s stooges was at the door. He would have 
been taking the numbers of voters if anyone had 
been voting. 

“How’s it going?” I asked. 

“Lousy,” he said. “It’s all this apathy.” 

“Why do you reckon there’s this apathy?” I 
inquired. 
“Tt’s because 
they’re varnishing the kippers and there’s not 
enough houses.” 


“Isn't it obvious?” he raged. 


I said the County Council wasn’t responsible 
for housing and fisheries. 

Light began to dawn. 

“TI suppose you're a 
said, 

I wasn’t sorry when the clock struck nine and 
it was time to go and count. 


His eyes narrowed 
ruddy Communist,” he 


Lasked my agent 

“Only one thing can beat us,” he said 

‘I know,” I said. 

Petticrow was there already, folded against the 
wail. Without effort he assembled himself. “ Hello, 
Fosdyke,” he said 

“Hello, Raphael,” I said, and shook hands. 

Each of us had a train of seconds, witnesses 
and sponge holders. They settled down to check 
the totals in the black tin boxes. Hopefully they 
handed up their first answer. 

“Try again,” said the Returning Officer, and 
they gave him a different figure. 
he said. 


“ How have we done? ” 


“Try again” 


At last they got the answer mght for the first 
box. 

“ Not many from there,” 
squad. 

“Same old 
mean... .” 

“Only too well,’ I sighed, “ Only too well.” 

They began to count. Fifty for him with a 
yellow label, fifty for me with a green. We 
seemed about level and it looked like becoming 
a long thirsty evening. 

I looked up and found Incarnate Evil standing 
beside me. He folded down to head level and 


said one of Petticrow’s 


trouble You know what 


| said: “ What about a drink?” 


“What indeed?” I said, “It’s nearly closing 
There isn’t a hope.” 

There was a tooth glass in the lavatory and a 
spider in the tooth glass. Petticrow had half a 
bottle of whisky. We took the glass in turns. 

Slowly the yellow piles increased: slower still 
the green piles grew. “ We've had it,” I said to 
my agent. 

*“There’s still time,” said Incarnate Evil. 
“Talking of time,” he said, “Do you think we 
should have another drink? 
since we had one.” 

The bottle got low and the vote came to an 
end. 

‘Everybody 
Officer. 

“ Satished,” said Petticrow’s agent. 


It’s over an hour 


satisfied?” asked the Returning 


Can’t complain,” said mine. 
I took Petticrow’s hand, and we filed outside 


A few people were waiting. 


The Returning Officer gave the score and there 
were but more groans. I 
shook Petticrow by the hand. He said if he had 
to beat somebody he was sorry it was me, and 
there were cheers and groans but more groans 
We shook hands. I said I was sorry to be beaten, 
but if I had to be beaten I was glad it was Petti- 
crow here were more groans than cheers and 
I couldn’t figure it out. 

“Pity about Petticrow,” I said, as we 
home. 

“It’s apathy,” said my mate. 

I'm more on our side than ever now 

ALEXANDER KING 


cheers and groans, 


walked 
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The Arts and 


Entertainment 


BEHIND THE SCENES 

HE curtain rises on a deserted stage; there 1s 
i plain table, some prop chairs, a couple of naked 
lights, and three exhausted people. It is the end 
of a rehearsal. . Yes, you may groan a litle 
at this prospect, for haven't we lately had rather 
a lot of Peeps Behind the Scenes, rosy and 
or bitter sweet? But in this case we 
conducted by the American playwright, ? 
ford Odets, and on the past evidence we 
um for being concerned not with exploit 
magazine myths, but with penetrating behind 
the intricacies of human behaviour 
and finding below the surface of hard-hitting in- 
terchange the uneasy movements of the heart. 
Winter Journey, at the St. James’s, is a remark- 
able play, of a deceptive simplicity. It 
forward with an absolute certainty on a mounung 
emotional wave; but how great a craftsmanship 
has gone into its making, for nothing is stated, 
everything is implied The relationships (and 
it is a play about human relationships and only 
incidentally connected with the theatre) become 
crystal clear, but they emerge out of indirect 
marks and incidental encounters, as such things do 
in life. This is a triumph of naturalism; and 
sensitive production and ict- 
ing you will not find anywhere 

Ihe play centres round a “ cunning drunkard,” 
an actor called Frank Elgin who, ten years ago, 
before he began drinking, had been a star, and 
whom a young, tough, self-confident producer has 
taken on as an understudy for a new play Ihe 
leading man falls out and the producer, believing 
in the man’s talent and in his own ability to pro- 
duce it, is convinced he can reform the drunk 
and make him into a star again. In the opening 
scenes Frank Elgin is brought in to read the part 
before the reluctan’ backer. And in two minutes 
Mr. Michael Redgrave has created him whole 
The over-high colour and _ self-distrustful 
tures, the startled jump when someone 
lighter for his cigarette, and then the 
sulted reading of the part—a little masterpiece of 
observation in close detail. He flings the book 
away, defeated before he has begun. But the pro- 
ducer is obstinate. He can do it. Let them im- 
provise a scene; and then, hesitatingly, deprecat- 
ingly, untrustingly, the veteran tries it out, until 
gradually he loses his self-consciousness. He’s 
there in the part, and acting with all his old fire 

his opening is one of the most brilliantly 
acted scenes I have seen tor years, and then one 
begins to discern the pattern. The young pro- 
ducer, tremendously self-confident, arrogant, 
whose talent is for moulding human material, 
feels he can re-make this man. And it is natural 
for such a character to believe Elgin’s story and 
so to misread the situation as to think that he 
must struggle against Elgin’s wife. 

Actually, Elgin is totally dependent on his wife 
She, in the early days, fell into the trap of think 
ing she would reform him; now she kriows better 
She only hopes just to keep him going and that 
effort is exhausting her strength. She is at the 
end of her tether, tired right through to the bone: 
and Miss Googie Withers, in a beautifully con 
trolled performance, suggests just this utter 
weariness of soul, in every small movement and 
gesture. She knows all too well that everything 
depends on her. To bedevil the situation, Frank 
Elgin, himself weak and childish, cannot admit 
to the others his dependence on her. He counts 
on it im private but in public he finds himself 
betraying her—all the time That makes the 
crisis Which at last produces the “ bender” that 
is threatening from the moment Elgin is given 
the part. Only then do the producer and the 
wife discover that they are allies, not 
and they successfully 
tégé over a successful first night. 

Ihe play has a weakness which lies 
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course, 18 only a 
resemblance; tat brings home to us 
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the reconciliation between wile anc 1cer ecorate this opera for Covent Garden or ynde 

ntly clinching to make that ind no choreographer could fail to enjo 
inevitable But this is a small tter in com nventing dances for the nymph 
parison with the large rewards } ' ’ sOFCeress for whom G 


obviously 


wd sheer musical 
uck wrote exquisite resource that han it such Moments 
sion is this. Previously Armi iracterssed 
lied by it ‘am of actors under Mr. San rotusion 1 yoluptuousnes re ed the by much wondert umd ris iri w. But 
Wanamaker le direction. Mr. Redgray ynote of this score. For once in Gluck Gluck is at his best in 1 

Miss Withers and Mr. Wanam r himself a T ave given his purely musical instinct its lations, and here he falls back 


been deep! and meticulous! c es such prof 


Static 


na ul 


: i on | rents of 
ite simply to perfection T. C. Worstery Cac “xcept in a single notable instance (the end ‘cilaiive and declamation wi vould well 


Es e took over the old Quinault libretto vh in the middle of an early act | hardly 
ARMIDE rn it stood, disregarding the lapse of nearly e height of the final situat pevieve 
E vu ears since Lully first composed it, and! 1, a striking dark 
OR most listeners, the two recent broadcasts forgetting most of his own and Calza and of legat did her best uwlueve a 
k’s Armide will have been a new experien bigt’s operatic reforms He would have done wort climax; but it was in the earher acts that 
and for many a revelation. The performance “t in fact, to have reshaped and compressed — she found her greatest opportunities 
under Edmond Appia, were not so carefully pr he five long acts, and to have given more scope, DESMOND SHAWE-TAYILOR 
pared or so well executed as earlier B.B.C. Glu both dramatically and musically, to the hero 
revivals under Roger Désormiére; but the singin Rinaldo. What 
was good, and the atmosphere of the opera, s who 


toned singe { a tink 
— 


ire We to make of a great warrior BONNE-BOUCHE 

t appears in only two of the acts, spending 
different from the rest of Gluck, was faithful! halt of one asleep, and half of the other as the Joun CRANKO ts the bright young British hope, 
transmitted bored spectator of a Ballet? Yet Rinaldo lingers aS tar as choreography go * has been nursed 

It would be absurd to maintain that Armid in our memories as a romantic figure, merely by t Sadler’s Wells Theatre Ballet for some 
was Gluck’s best opera; that place belongs either because he is the centre of that wonderful scene, vears and now com out with a gav, farcical 
to Orfeo or to I[phigénte en Tauride. Neverth umong the most sensuously beautitul in all opera, ballet tor the big compar t Covent Garden 
less, in matters of taste, especially of visual tast in which he succumbs to the beauty of Armida’s It ts sub-titled A Canutiona Tale, and in its 
we all tag along, more or less, with the Zeitgeis magic garden (“Plus j’observe ces | et plus carefree horror is reminiscent of Hilaire Belloc’s 
ind tor that reason Armide might stand a bett ic | admire! ” The music (beautifully sung by implacable rhymes The date is about 1912; the 
chance of success to-day than any of the other Richard Lewis) is akin to that of Orpheus as he places, South Kensington and the Jungle; the 
operas except Orfeo. The two Iphigénies ai enters the Elysian Fields, but there are significant plot, a society mama selling her daughter to the 
Alceste have a grave disadvantage from t! differences; in Armide the cantilena w more best bidder daughter a willing abettor. But 
modern point of view: they take place in Ancient equally shared between voice and orchesira, and unlike Maria, who made Faces and a D plorable 
Greece, and thus evoke a vision of peplons and the effect of the lapping string quaver figures, Marriage, the South Kensington Miss smiles like 
fillets, of Alma Tadema and Isadora Duncan with their perpetual harmonic suspensions, is, as honey and never gets marred at all One lover 
This is inescapable: to fantasticate or baroquif it should be, softer and more luxurious is taithtul, but he is the least affluent and there 
these operas is to fly in the face of Gluck If Rinaldo is a cold hero, Armida is undoubtedly — fore regarded as a last resort. After three failures 
everely classical conception. Armide, on t the most human and irresistible of Gluck’s he 1s finally forestalled by a Black King, who has 
other hand, is a fiction of the High Renaissan women. In a curious way she contrives to antici the young lady dished up steaming ho It is 
ibout a Pagan enchantress in the time of tl pate three of Wagner’s heroines 
Crusades; mention Armida and her captive lov vt 
Rinaldo, and we immediately think of the vlorix 


most obviously, Pauline Claydon, as the young lady, who shines 
course, the sorceress Kundry, but also Isolde in he ny, itself transformed by at 

her restless passion, her pride, her mingled love 1 of tun. Her thinness and her long face 
Liepolo canvases in Munich or the frescoes 1 ind hatred for the hero, and Brunnhilde in the 1 on the characteristics of the silly English 
the Villa Valmarana. No stage designer would scene of the final catastrophe when Armida calls f 


deb in a delightful fashion, while her interpreta 
isk for a greater piece of good fortune than on the gods to destroy the visible scene and ‘ 1 witty and delicate charm. The neigh 
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| prison 


} Russian snows, 


| bours, as all neighbours should be, are a fascinat- 
ing source of conjecture, while Pamela May as 
Moiher is a painfully teetering reminder of what 


} 


mowuiers Can OC 


under-do their 


4 
Other dancers inclined to over- 
parts. The Black King might 
have been any colour for all the blackness he put 
into his movement or expression, while John Hart 
rather overplayed the amorous blimp of 


or 


1 lover 


Choreographically the ballet is unsausfactory 
because 1 does not develop; indeed, it seems to 
recede, for the last South Kensington scene is a 
weaker repetition of the first—this first scene 

} bemg a brilliant little ballet in itself. Mr. Cranko 
| has been unable to bring the end to a climax, 
a fault partly due to the music, but chiefly to lack 
of stamina and tension in the ensembles, which 


disperse, build up and disperse again in the most 
annoying way This weakness will only obtrude 
on a second and third viewing; at first sight the 
ballet is so gay and, to Londoners, such a charm 
ing burlesque that it should be greatly enjoyed 
Arthur Oldham’s music alirical and fascinat 
ing. but it seems to me to need the lift that would 
be given by a lyrical interlude. Speaking gener 
ally, a little more dancing and fewer jokes 
have given a poetic quality 
thought of a revue number 
Unstnted praise must go to Osbert Lancaster 
for his decor Ihe dresses of the 
mother, the neighbours and the parlour-maids, 
who flit about the girl in hopeful curiosity, are 
as enchanting in their mockery in thew suit 
ability tor ballet movement. The parlour-maids 
| seem fly on their starched frills, the mother 
sways with maternal anxiety inside her emerald 
tower Pisa. The neighbours, stock tigures of 
contemporary satire such as the arty couple, the 
sporty couple and the bright young things, are 
given new allure by their fancy frippery. It is 
to be hoped that Mr. Lancaster will design more 

| ballets, for he has the unusual gift of seeing cos 
tume as a part of movement and not, as so many 
theatrical artists do, as a static cartoon 
ANNABEI 


would 
and precluded the 


and costumes, 


as 
to 


ol 


FARJEON 


THE MOVIES 
“Five Fingers,”’ at the Leicester Square 
“The Magic Face,’’ at the London Pavilion 
* Tall Headlines,’’ at the Gaumont 
It was high time we knew 
Jit had been suspected that not Hitler, but 
| “ Hider,” conducted or rather misconducted the 
later campaigns of the war. Would the one-and- 
only at a crucial point have turned from England 
to affront Russia? Impossible. Someone else, 
| unfamiliar perhaps with maps, must have done 


For long, of course, 


it, What we did not know till The Magic Fac« 
told us 
blunders 


was that this deutero-Hitler made hi: 
intentionally. He was determined to 
spare England and be swallowed up in Russia; 
he wanted to lose the war. How so? 

Well, it appears (going back a little to Vienna 
that one night Hitler went to the music-hall 
where his eye lighted upon an impersonator’s 
blonde assistant. So to Berlin he takes her with 
him. The impersonator (after a natural spell in 
follows and studies to become Hitler's 
valet ; in which after a while he succeeds. Comes 
the evening when he puts poison in Hitler’s glass 


| 
| 
| of milk ; swiftly himself he disguises as Hitler ; the 


inuumates are deceived, the rest follows. How clear 
it all ! What other explanation could there 
possibly be? And some events in this masquerade 
are most diverting. If it was pure luck, when the 
generals laid their bomb under the chair, that 
“Hitler” should choose that moment to walk to 
the window, it was calculation that thrust the un- 
lucky German armies deeper into the 
that refused reinforcements to the 
defenders of Cherbourg and the greater Reich. The 
generals more and more foxed, the blonde 
basks in the Chancellorian favour (not knowing it 
to be her husband’s), and “ Hitler’s” one slip, a 
cigaretie-end left on a lunch tray, is quickly made 
good by shooting the discoverer. So we owe our 
existence, not to the few or the many, but to the 
matrimonial woes of new Vienna 


Unfortunately in the film the 


1s 


ever 


get 


ime actor, 


Mr. 
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Luther Adler, plays both Hitler and © Hider,” thi 
I ng it rather easy for the second. Nor ts 
except superficially, at all like the orgin Hi 
Adolf is a cold potato, and whatever Ad m 

ive been he was not that 

Phen, from Frve Fingers, a considerabl { 
film, we learn that another valet, in Ankara, was 
doing his best to lose us the war b elhing p 

creis to the German embassy. He sold rT 
D-day tit-bit, but by then the Germa we 
beginning to suspect th 
document was torn up and 
window. Perhaps it was the vi 

ave the order to do And what eze f 
valets of Churchill, Roosevelt and Stalin up t 


1¢ that moment?) This history, we are assured, 3 





really true; the English ambassador's man-servant 
did photograph documents from the sale and sell 
them for pounds sterling, that afterwards proved 
tw be counterfeit; and there is the informants own 
contession, published as Operation Cicero, t 
prove it. Considering the authenticity of the sto 

and its picturesque background, the thrills « 

Five Fingers ought to have been multiphed by 
ten. It makes a brisk and beguiling but curiously 
unthrilling movie, partly perhaps because Mr 








James Mason does not seem hited by nature to 
portray wily Albanian valets. He gives a very 
smooth performance in a smooth film 

Tall Headlines sets out to depict iat will 
happen to an English suburban family when the 
eldest son murders a girl on Putney Heath and 
swings for it. Murder most foul ; melod: nost 
feeble—the murderer’s ghost must come back to 
persuade the other son that he has the same 
trainin him! Yet in the frightful publicity attach- 


ing to murder, Tall Headlines had a theme both 


good and sufficient in itself 
WittiAM WHITEBAIT 
RADIO NOTES 
Din pecuharities of short-wave transmission 


make eavesdropping on the Overseas Services an 
impossibility for most of us im this c 





a pity, for while much material ebro 
from our own services, there is also a good dea t 
§ interesting, original, and boldly experimental 


As an example, on the Latin-American servic 


vear (before it was cut down so drastically 

Voyage of Columbus was reconstructed in 

form of a dramatic record in twenty-one part 
based on Columbus’s diary, following on the 
exact days the actual events and course of 1] 
journey Elsewhere, variants of the popular 
question forum are many; I have heard, for 
instance, sessions of Asian Club, in’ which 
experts on the evening’s topic (they may range 
from Bertrand Russell to a senior official 


Scotland Yard) answer the queries put by Asian 
men and women working in London. One of th 
most important recent projects on the General 
Overseas Service was a 15-week series called Ma 
and the Soil, in which the whole subject of man’s 
treatment the land, over most of the world 
surface, was examined by a range of authorities in 
talks and in discussions. This series might well be 
rebroadcast on the Home programme 
On the Third Programme a talk of 
distinction last week was U.N.O. and Wai 
Crimes by A. L. Goodhart, Q.C., the Master « 
University College, Oxford. Primarily a commen 
tary on Lord Maugham’s and Lord Hankey’s 
criticism the trials of war criminals, this 
elegant and dignified analysis was in fact an 
illustration of what best in the principle 
law opposed to what is worst in its practice 
namely, the technical verbal quibble. (By this, 
instance, Lord Maugham would have his war 
criminals go scot-free because their deeds are on 
such a scale and of such 4 kind that they have mn 
legal precedent). “ There much,” remarked 
Dr. Goodhart, “to be said for the view expressed 
by the court at Nuremberg that ‘Crimes against 
international law are committed by man, not by 


ol 


unusual 


ot 


18 


Is 





abstract entities, and only by punishing 
individuals who commit such crimes can the 
provisions of international law be enforced Mr 
hear a great lawyer in action can be a dramatic and 
moving experience. To listen, even « t 





12, 1952 
theme an 
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Correspondence 
IN PLACE OF FEAR 


tollow y eview of Ane 


illustre 
ress day for Easter preve ne report nt ck. aft ‘ ' ' , right 
1 


mg on the week-end radio programmes. But bour Party , 4:300e0. semen 
did hear what proved to be the “sponsored 
* 


and affection NO t th years, although 
Navona 


amateur ommentary on the Grand 
When told that it was not meant to be funny, 
theught it very funny indeed Naomi Lewis 


ind Herbert Mort ) . niroducing it, did 
juxtaposiuon | Y } CSET The new argun 
developnien 


one rearmamen 
“Tne Young Elizabeth,”’ at the New Theatre us differ on the ay iuion of the 
e enthusiasm which greeted th futur : nent r movernent t i r. On this point let us all be humbk 


aided by the lucky topicalir hat U y ate MOL together How t cannot really know the true strength 
! voung Queen takes over : : t » a8 a spearhead ol ! hat 4 responsible political move 

‘ r ‘ deni 
etic nce I . c en 


vith a proj estimate 


P Va 





yiller 


— a legge nigh eg ghaanrag A A man of few words 





as We us 
urdly exagec newspap eadlit taciturn Armstr 

ypery st 
Por in charge « ne of the paper-making machines 


at Bowaters nsley Mill, } n through the 


xdgecrate the contre 
I been under 
England of the Elizab« 
1ess of the play is that the At one end of the towering m: hundred 
i 


newsprint to carry the new 


uccecded in overcoming the i yards in length, a sheet of liquid of the lour and 


irying to combine modern speecc! apparent consistency of in porridge is carried 
1} 


language mong the other actors, in by a moving belt. As it travels o series of 
makes a beaut Katherine Par 
scudamore excellent a 
and Eric Dodson 


the men ge ery littl 


ucuion boxes this grey liquid qu iddenly 
whitens, for all the world like an egg beginning to 
poach. Almost instantaneously it has turned into 
quickly executed and are iding on over steam-filled cylinders which 


Mary Morr nd Pegg “ carry it along to the roll 
be draw ull houses for 3 y 3 It you can hear him above the noise, Armstrong 








will explain that four miles of paper are wound onto 





the roll every fifteen minutes throughout the twenty ‘ 

four hours of every day. There are many such f to ft the printing presses Bit quicker than making 

mammoth machines in the Bowater Organisation papyrus,” you shout, “What?” shouts Tom. “Quicker 

and this particular one happens to t he widest than making parchment,” you bellow through your 
and thi ) ex yn of paper-making machine in the world. It is known, he cupped hands. “No. 300 inch« Tom repli Widert 


) 
1908 to Pal ut the truth I will tell you, as ““Bowaters’ Number ) in the world.” And on a strip of newly-mad 
Nor 


Villon’s impressionisn 
the diffusi« ligh = — 


produces a roll 300 inches wide, which writes the figure down. 


n colour and the 


on of ructure, rey k f ey the ‘hy j hort Treg 


THE BOWATER PAPER CORPORATION LIMITED 
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> are thousands of cases like 





programme places too gre 








of conditions prevailing among the 








wer any such agency 





I am not coloured ; and the 


: attr 
Jew and, remotely, one 





active propagandists of 
a bourgeois is a statement o . 
. . os , snobbish and to talk about 
It does not mean, though, that | am middle class ; , 

I } : : I hardly find it possible to do my writing in 
which contains possibilines of a revolutionary WISA (0 say SOME words 


k upon the class structure, v I belong to an undefined class 


Many of those who have the most radi ining that neither in my perplexitics nor in 


‘ighbours, when they 
cannot even be called deéclasses. 





yours and, perhaps, 


am. fully 


heart 
housing 


inable 


n 
teaching pro 


i SUrVIV 


ie 





trying 


my 


for cight months out of the twelve, my wife, 
> boy and myself are living in the backwing room of 
respect 
certain difference between classes does exist 

are home from work, do not 
modern furniture nor do they 


study 
reason, 


am an architect with an urge to teach and to 


German rearmament. So were many who are equally *, both of which I do I think. that a low 
: link, that a lov 
though perhaps not a very productive, kind of lite 


yet I don’t belong to any class which can command 


at the present trend of toreign 





find a place in our public housing a 
‘Take another point : 
1 am married and have a child, not 
them will add up to the Party 
living in furnished flats. 
terrace house in Battersea, built 
I would not call the house dilapidated ; but it is softly 
peeling away, if you sce what I mean ; so is the furm- 
We sleep in the old parlour 


recheved of watching him begins to tell on my 


tw a minor degree 


4 group within us, 


ian or candidates for office I work, in summer, 


a backroom without a window 
We live in the kitchen, in the 





-altl Gi ‘don’t you send the 
On the other hand, he can bring hi healthy as a nursery. 





cost middle-class housing agency 


tivities 


our boy about 
though he begins to 
when he is on the Common with 
by 


tends 
a luxury 
occasions 


nipper 


round 


backwing ; the scullery ts ; 
: , There is one, true cnough ; 

is shared with the people above ; 

influence upon decision than we, 


been reported that Nye refused to stand for guineas per month, which 
aa 3 } : justifiable institution 
t proba ay a decent rent ; but which, for me, represen 


But he should be thetg 


I feel that low cost middle-class day nurseries 
even from the Socialist 


Che 


that I belong to the class 
yi it does not need strengthening 


said in the House this T 
Once, I even went 


er to strengthen our co-ordinated, IS U.N. STILL-BORN ? 


ittack upon the Conser\ 


* said the friendly official, 


hat it is pretty galling 


lowed to go unchallenged 








“Have you discussed il 
with Lloyds Bank?” 








a still-born abortion.’ 
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which to 
question of success or failure of U.N 


Statesman and 
I would only add that of all moods in 


proach the 


I 
contemy surely the least likely to induce the 
pint of sacrifice for the cause of peace, a spirit 


absence of which your reviewer appears to de- 


re STEPHEN W, POLLAK 
United Nations Association, 
25 « rles Street, W.1. 
ARTS COUNCIL 
2 Mr. Thomas Russell has wrently no ex 





















































} 


0 


































4 





rut 


requ red for each ch 


gene 


m My opinion 


on t 
Arts Council po 


this ft 








Secreta 
Brit 


quare, London 


WILLIAM 


Council of Great un 


S.W.1 


THE WEST RIDING 











Si I thou t was Mr. E. W. Hildick’s letter 
1 us byec ippeared patronising and 
huddicd ilher ne agreeable piece Dy M 
John Braine w cised Regiona 
ncludin Hard old Bennett, et 
ed” place-name to be free te ¢ 

VI | rather than report actual places, while ret 

ig the local flavour. It would give substance— 
erhay wouldn't 
ly nove we 

nd which of these 
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Halifax, Yorkshire 
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AND NATION 
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ppee g for su prions to send out a 
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c dren have been ven immed d 
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od cuon Out « 
‘ re ? 








e disease na pent man veek each year 
n on hool, had rcely n doa day since 
I urn to th country t Octobe 
M e « < n 0 ppreciate how 
c ¢ of asthma means children and 
c o send us a dor i 
€ € se ny ch 





rously offered to 
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aseS NOMunated 





Please 


send your don 
nal l Help fe 
idon, S.W.1, 





tion to: The Hon. Treasurer, 
Children, 43 Parliament Street, 





JOHN Barciay 
Organising Secretary 
BACH’S PASSIONS 
: Your correspondent, W. S. M ppears to 
een much 7 ed by some references to a 
London perf ice of the St. Matthew P on in 
German, including no doubt my own in the Observer 
March 23 As there see o be gene ce- | 
ibou ence fi the 1 and | 
olarly points of view, I regret to have ed it; | 
d I doubt t, had I been present, I st d have | 
ike flectauion not yober which is | 
W. S. M.’s word), Yet I think that precise ch | 


from fi to last set to words from 


the English 





which cannot px 





| 
nd | 


elong as much to London as to Leipzig, by right 


Bact Passions are for Christianity at large 


of cultivano which, by the way, even in Germany 
on date back unbrokenly to Bach, but only to 
Mendel n But W. S. M., driven to defiant 
exasperation and exaggeration, now clamours for the | 


H moll, with the Latin 


pre un DHly n I 
turned into German and g at Sankt Bartholon 


der Grosse im Schmiedfeld. So perhaps we have all 
been sufficiently absurd about all this by now, and 

| 1 promise to be serious bout the next | 
Matthauspassion and go to it, if I possibly can, taking | 
the tube from the Marmorbogen or from Knechts 
brucke, if that will placate your indignant corre 
pondent Eric Blom 


GARNETI 
is Mr. Boo 


C reply 


CHEKHOV AND MRS 
SIR rhe matter 


ugeyest A liter 


not so simple 


translation 





given by Chekhov “Why have you yielded 
vice and sought for love in an abyss of crime? t} 
gives us, early in the first Act, the clue to the main 


external dramatic conflict 


Garnett 


Mr 











hies from it because it is not Shakespeare but she 
shie Iso from Hamlet’s more forcible words and 
gives us something which is not only irrelevant 
rreplyev’s mood but falsely ts that he ome 
to casugate his mother in | let which ibout 
to be performed 

Mr. Booth speaks of “ faithful transl but 
there are so many (often incompatible) things to 
which a translator would like to be faithful, and hi 
choice here, surely, 1s only between Hamlet actual 
rey and a rendering in his best Shakes] ean nk 
erse of the repl ( khe yt 


1 THOUGHT OF DAISY 


SIR I am puzzled by some of the n 
Mr. George D. Painter sa ibout my! LI Thougl 

f Dai n his revie n THE New STATES! I 
NATION of March 22. WI th immar of 
which he complair n page 35 I n find no 


inacoiuthon 








does he mean by yir I t r of 
Bamman obviously t 1 t of tl 
last essay in Cla and Commer I} t 
of that essay Paul Rosenfeld, who did not rer n 
resemble this character, and there no other ¢ 

the book about anybody w nbi hin 

I may also point out, in connection Mr 
Painter review of The Penci f God in an earlier 
issue, that his improvised limerick flawed by 


mispronunciation of Haiti, which 
ither English or French I 


s not called Highty 


np Wu 


in ¢ 
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The Gateway of ‘Sudia 


by m.s. BATORY 14,300 tons 

Reconditioned for Tropical comfort, 

this well-known liner maintains a 
regular service to 


BOMBAY & KARACHI 


Next sailing from Southampton-May I‘ 
FIRST AND TOURIST CLASS 


c? ; . s j n 


ine Trave igen r 
STELP & LEIGHTON LTD. 
9-13. Fenchurch Buildings, London, E.C 

General C. Agents for 


POLISH OCEAN LINES 
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DRAMA AND ARTS FESTIVALS 
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Hraunwal 
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Engadin, 
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14 45 


GNS, 


21. GNS. 


Europe with the ideal summer holiday. Specialised 
Travel Service Ltd, officially represents a number of 
the above and is in the unique position to make aJJ 


arrangements for travel, accommodation 


entrance 
s, thus ensuring a maximum 
private spending margin from the £25 available 


tickets and course fee 
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Books in 


Ix July, 1099, the Lord Chamberlain issued a 
warrant to the Surveyor of the King’s Works, 
giving leave for John Vanbrugh, Esq., to build 
himself a house on part of the ruins of White 
hall Palace rhe Sir Christopher 
Wren, raised an cyebrow and responded with 
ution, He petitioned the Treasury for con- 
firmation and details. He had been ordered to 
illow no building on the site; was this warrant 
a sufficient countermand and was it really in- 
tended that Mr. Vanbrugh should help hiinself 
to unlimited quantities of the rubble among the 
ruins? Yes, that was the 
directly from the Throne 


Surves or 


intention, issuing 

To us, this is baffling. Who was this prompt 
Phoenix among the Whitehall 
cold after last year’s fire? 


ashes, scarcely 
He was, of course, 
the soldicr-playwright who had just undertaken 
ty build an enormous house for Lord Carlisle 
in Yorkshire 
earned him the privilege of 
rust been substantial 


The services to the Crown which 
i Whitehall plot 
What were they? 
missions to France? Possibly. Wren 
must surely have known. And he must have 
known, too, why Vanbrugh wished to plant him 
cf almost next door to His Majesty's Oifice of 
Works. Or, if he did not know, he soon learnt; 
because within two years the architect of Castle 
Howard was sitting beside him on the Board, 
in the office of Comptroller. Two years more 
ind he, not Wren, was planning Blenheim 

Chis sudden irruption of the playwright into 
the sphere of Court architecture is reflected in 
terms of architectural ‘style. At Castle Howard 
may note two things. First, Vanbrugh’s 
for narrow round-headed windows 
locked into a rusticated wall. This links up with 
his Whitehall house and a_ lapidary 
acquired, perhaps, by scrutiny of the military 
irchitecture of France. Second—and more per 
plexing: the plan of Castle Howard is deeply 
indebted to a conception of Wren’s for Green 
wich. Not the design we know but an early one 
with a deme and portico on the main axis and 
colonnaded wings-——a_ design which 
weaves Palladio’s Villa Trissino in with Levau’s 
College Mazarin and a good deal else. Clearly, 
Vanbrugh had moved in the circle of the Works 
officers before ever he built himself into theit 
One of these officers, Hawksmore, 
partnered him at Castle Howard and again at 
Castle Howard's great derivative, Blenheim. To 
Wren himself, Vanbrugh can hardly have been 
a stranger, 


have 


yeeret 


We 


sion 


style 


curved 


quarter 


Blenheim, despite its architect’s abrupt 
initiation, comes into architectural history less 
like a rabbit out of a hat than as the heir of an 
established dynasty. Certainly, i was Van- 
brugh’s child. But Wren is in tts pedigree and 
Hawksmore very near relation indeed 
Ilow near, it is extraordinarily hard to tell; and 
Mr. David Green, im his impressive new book 
on Blenheim,* only diakes the question more 
tantalising when he quotes, side by side, the two 
following statements.. This is from Vanbrugh 
to Harley, 1710; 
I cannot help looking 
ye tendernes 


was a 


ym the Building with 
of a sort of Child of my Owne 


eim Palace. By Davin Green, ( 


ounrry 


General 


And this, from Hawksmore to the Duchess of 
Marlborough, 1722: 


The concerne . that I have for that build- 


ing, like a loving Nurse that almost thinks the 
Ciuld her own 


The mother and the nurse. It may be that this 
1 mere phraseological accident, to be sure 
balances the situation. Hawksmore was almost 
certainly Vanbrugh’s superior as a technician 
His own works show that he could do anything 
Vanbrugh could do except set going that amaz 
ing “ movement ” of parts in a great composition 
which is the perpetual wonder of Blenheim and 
of nearly everything Vanbrugh touched. It was 
this which made Sir Joshua Reynolds and 
Robert Adam and, a little later, Sir John Soane 
place Vanbrugh among the very greatest. Soane 
called him “the Shakespeare of architects,” a 
phrase which in this case is something more in- 
teresting than mere culogy. One may ransack 
sources and unravel influences and sitll find no 
pattern of which Vanbrugh seems the ines« 


Like Shakespeare, he ts 


pable 
1 prodigy 
may not be pure accident (I feel 
not) that the only English buildings 
which intimately share the Vanbrugh sense of 
“movement” are the great houses of Shake- 
the loose, whimsical, almost acci 
dentally poetic houses of the later Elizabethan 
surveyors 

The “movement” of Blenheim—the plirase 
is Robert Adam’s and it is admirable. But what 
really is this ““movement”? Not a mere 
arabesque, playing over a rigid plan and con- 
ventional elevations. There is too much momen- 
tum for that, too much sense of conflict. Blen 
heim was composed ia opposition to something 
Perhaps to the classicism of Wren. Or perhaps 
on the contrary, it is the classicism of Wren which 
in Vanbrugh’s mind is struggling to subdue some 
thing wild, “ Elizabethan” of 
architectural comedy, incapable of coherent ex 
pression. 
is the 
There is a 


consequence 
But also, it 
sure it 1s 


speare’s day 


else—a sense 
Either way. the mode of subjugation 
ame and, either way, it is complete 
ort of chaos in Blenheim but there 
are no loose ends. Look at the giant drama of 
the entrance court, the whole composed in a 
series of brief, potent each driving 
exactly to its objective and then halting, sharp 
Every component is brief—the of 
colonnade, the visible lengths of main facade, 
the emergent angles And as if 
weakness 
Sentinel columns 
stand forward in pairs every time the colonnade 
of the courtyard halts. It is not enough for the 
portico to march out from the main pilastered 
front—the front itself must first step back 
Even then, the portico doubles its outer columns 


assaults 
streiches 


vf the towers 
this brevity might be construed a 


each stop is double-stopped. 


and squares them both into piers—monstrous 
over-emphasis indeed, but that the piers have 
another duty and must slide upwards through 
the entablature to prop the twin beginnings of 
a second pediment-—those separated fragments 
which are the last things one remembers of 
Blenheim and which leave a hint of doom, like 
the crag of an antique ruin 

All this one reads as Vanbrugh, and no doubt 
correctly. Hawkamore’; share will bave been 
subordinate, chiefly perhaps a matter of defining 


The Neu 
and correlating everything at the drawing-board 
and developing the details. This seems to have 
been what he did at Castle Howard, with a con- 
siderable margin of personal invention and deci- 

mn. By modern standards of artistic responsi- 
bility this means that Hawksmcre’s contribution 
was very great, extending, in fact, to matters of 
scale and texture, exactness of counterpoint, 
which are integral to the whole effect. He may 
be fo for 
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given fancying Blenheim his 
nursling. And one cannot exclude the hypo- 
that wherever strain of Wren is 
traceable it 1s there because of Hawksmore 

But at a certain point, the architectural prob 
lems become impenetrable and for all Mr. 
Green’s rescarches in the archives of Blenheim 
and in the thirty volumes of Blenheim papers 
in the British Museum 
than were 
building’s creation. 


wh 


thesis some 


he is able to lead us no 
to the mysteries of the 
What he does give us is a 
tale which has, in part, been told before, though 
never, perhaps, with so much careful study and 
certaimly, with such a massive apparatus 
£ notes and appendices. He tells it well but 
with an excessive anxiety to tease the reader into 
attending to what he has to say. This may be 
less Mr. Green’s iault than his mistortune in 
following two extremely polished writers—Mrt 
Bonamy Dobrée in 1925 and Mr. Lawrence 
Whistler in 1938—both of whom approached the 
Blenheun story as essayists rather than historians 
and made it in the highest degree “ readable.” 
It may be a pity to tell a story less cntertainingly 
than has been done but somehow, after Mr 
Dobrée and Mr, Whistler, one would have pre 
ferred something infinitely severe. 
Mr. Green, however, gives us a great deal of 
stull of history; he has found out much that 
was unknown, including new letters by or about 
Vanbrugh, he has clarified some obscurities and 
rescued at least one important drawing trom base 


closer we 


never, 


th 


uses 
He even give 
the 


us a Most interesting excursus 
Duchess’s building adventure, 
Mariborough House, where, in flight from Van- 
brugh, she employed the aged Wren as her 
“The poor old man,” she 
ne might speak of a superannuated gardener 
undertook readily.” But Wren, 


h te 


oa othe 


architect savs (as 


the busines: 


i 


ind, was imposed upon so he had to go 
\ 


Ar. Green 1s 
still at Blen 

Unhke Vanbrugh, he was neither hurt 
vindictive about his dismissal Sut what, 
after all, was Marlborough House to him, except 


She finished the house herself. ! 
able to quote Wren’s final letter 
heim 
not 


perhaps a valuable exercise for his architect son? 
To Vanbrugh, Blenheim was his St. Paul’s and 
his expulsion was an affront which only a per 
son of abnormal vanity could have administered. 
It ts almost incredible that he was never per- 
mitted Mr. 
the year before his 
was turned away by the porier; and 


to see his masterpiece complete 
Green reveals how in 1725, 
feath, he 
there ts a detestable letter from a servant report 
movements to the Duchess. He had to 
round into the rectory garden from where, 


mg ius 
sncda 
according to Mr. Green, he could see practically 
nothing 

The book brings the story of Blenheim up to 
the present day, which means that something 
like one-third of it covers the years this side of 
Verbrugh’s lifetime ar] breaks, as 
new ground. There ©. a chapter, for 


they say, 
instance, 
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on the Column of Victory, conceived by Hawks- 
more on the Trojan model but executed under the 
eye of the Earl of Pembroke. Then there is the 
Capability Brown episode, when the fourth Duke 
brought Blenheim up to date by demolishing the 
most extravagant parterre in England (Mr 
Green well describes its magnificence) and—less 
regrettably Vanbrugh’s —cyclopean 
bridge more credible point than the crossing of 
an exiguous canal. Finally, there is the creation 
et a more modest formal layout by the ninth 
Duke and his architect, Duchéne, completed as 
1929. Since then, Blenheim has 
suffered the mild indignities which modern war 
inflicts on Ministries 
goal-pusts, huts. To-day it is almost a museum 
piece—but not quite; and Mr. Green, on hi: 
last page, insists that since it continues its desig- 
nated function of sheltering the Marlborough 


> 


‘a living entity.” 


—giving 


' 
lately as 


safe areas—schoolboys, 


proper sen- 
But the crude fact is that the gamut 
values within which Blenheim was conceived 
has been up-ended 


rather 


posterity it 1s 
t 


iment 
or 
To-day, public opinion is 
that the Dukes should 
Blenheim than that Blenheim should 
preserve the Dukes. Illogical, inhumane; but 
there it is. For us, the stones of the house are 
more exciting than the living family tree; even 
though, issuing from the greatest general of on 
cpoch, it bore, at Blenheim, in 1874, the most 
celebrated figure of our own. 


nore concerned 


preserve 


Mr. Green's book is a very fine thing. It costs 
six guineas, however, and for that sum it is dis- 
appointing not to have more of Country Life’ 
unsurpassable collection of strictly architectural 
photographs. Here, as in the style of writing 
there seems to be a certain obeisance to a probably 
non-existent type of reader who needs coaxing 
to the subject. This diminishes, though not 
seriously, one’s appreciation of a devoted and 
workmanhke treatment of a grand theme 
JouHN SUMMERSON 
RECLINING FIGURE 
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and submissions, or 
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Protests even the 
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Orowns our prayers 
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And yet 


everything reclines, 


death 


dissolves, 
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the 


in furnaces of air, in the unanchorabl 
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tree, the 
our birth, 


the 


Caverno. 
thunderings of darkn n the 
earth 

reclines, in the profounder pi 
Irec 


that 


ceptance, in a 
lransfhiguration 
must be 
We, too, must gaze upon the present like a rock 
Her lifted head 
Assures us: though all die, nothing is ever dead 
JAMES KIRKUP 


shows us what our death 


TIME-TRAVELLING 

The Next Million Years. 
DarRWIN, Hart-Davis. 
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British sport, was first 
Wells, 


By CHARLES GALTON 
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equipment of the average 


authors came forward, willing 


ersonally conducted 


tour 
readers appeared, willing t 
Charle Darwin has 


producit 
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projected 
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coal-scuttles, or, still more, 
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s great, and, as any waste-heay 


erfectly ready to harbour the 


It is 
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ired with the history ot 
flies, for instance, 
much as they do now, fifty million vears 
But it is a good long stretch as far 
neerned ; perhaps 50 per cent 


whole previous hi 


i very short time indeed, ever 


a good many living 
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vould have to be a fundamental 
new phylum, “and that,’ I 
not take a mere milli 
¥ millions of 
the ort of book ic! i 
thinking begins ; and, incidentally, if anybody 
be got to take it 
Darwin will be attacked in terms which will 
make the attacks on Nineteenth-¢ Darwin 
look hike the beginnings of love-talk 

Sir Charles starts with the Four Revolution 
of mankind, the use of fire, the invention of agri 


signifi 
and will always 
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“Man,” he 
inge hi 


ely 


and 


nature in 


me merely 


years.” 
from which a whole 
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culture, of city life, and the Scientific Revolution, 


the one in which we now are, that of discoverie 
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about the fundamental nature of the world. The 
one immediately to come will, he thinks, be 
aS great in its thers 


our capital resources 


quite 
Phat 
coal 
than a 
rate. He does not 
power very highly. The 
uranium would, theoreti 
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OLD TRICKS AND YOUNG DOGS 


Collected Poems. By Oriver St. Joun Goc- 

ARTY. Constable. 30s. 
Collected Earlier Poems. By WILLIAM CarLos 

WILLIAMS. New Directions. $5. 
Into Hades. By ANprEew YOUNG. Hart- Davis. 55. 
Oxford Poetry, 1951, Edited by J. B. Donne: 

Slackwell. 4s. 

There is a crude but real test for the lastingness 
4 poetry: whatever they say, and whatever one 
thinks about it, do the lines stick in one’s head? 
Gogarty again and again passes this test 
inumphantly 

Lall unpopular men, 

Shim proud women who move 

As women walked in the islands when 

Femples were built to Love, 

ing to you 

‘The hard rhetorical poise is like that of Yeats 
though with no equivalent doubts, pressures, ot 
complexities underneath it. Pathos 
Gogarty, on the whole. Compare O’Connor’s 
version of “The Old Woman of Beare,” 

I, the old woman of Beare, 

Once a shining shift would wear 
ind since my beauty’s fall 

I have scarce a shift at all, 
with Gogarty’s somehow 
robustness 

Ave is causing all my woes 

I who had new underclothes 

As | queened it every day, 

Now have no one’s castaway 
But, if very much is sacrificed by Gogarty to the 
hard outward edge of his verse, sull that edge 
rings truce. He has the right to speak of his Muse, 
as he a “marble Venus” and even to 
mock, perhaps, at some kinds of experimentalism, 
Elis Venus, he says, 

fell and broke to many pieces 
Discovered later by a Professor, 
He cried, “ New forms, new forms! ” 
a thesis 

he Professor might have written his thesis 

on William Carlos Williams, whose “ new forms,” 


ua 


escapes 


Now 


misplaced masculine 


does, as 


And wrete 


DENT 
THE BOOK SOCIETY CHOICE 


» . 5 
Patrice Periot 
J , 
Georges Duhamel’s 
fine novel of family and politics 

“The setting is modern Paris, but it requires 
no violent effort of the imagination to place 
# in Londen with an English family and 
English politicians playing the appropriate 


part DANIEL GRoRGE, The Bookman 
Lis. 6d. net 


—_—_—__-— 


A rollicking novel of town 
and country people 


. 
Summer of Enchantment 
Lewis Wilshire 
By the author of Spring Song—‘a notable 
book, surging with promise” (C. P. Sno 


“with excellent comic scenes" (John 
O' London's) 10s. Od. net 


Completely aew edition of this 
“sane guide to health” (The Times). 


Everyman in Health 
& in Sichness 


Dr. HARRY ROBERTS'S famous book 

for the layman, revised by DR. MARGAREL 

JACKSON im the light of recent medical 

discoveries. 776 pages, fully illustrated 
25s. net 


Prospectus free from the publishers 
¥. M. Dent & Sons Lid., Bedford St., 
London, W.C.2 








at their most charmingly impudent, suggest demo- 
cratically that you might as well write this poem 
yourself. The audience is not the proud and tall, 
but the sensitive and average: 
Tuis 1 ST TO 
l ha -aien 
the plums 
that 
the 


SAY 


ving 
for br 
I 
they 
SO SWeE 
ind 
Yet Williams has his own rhetori Consider the 
obvious and effective irony of this passage about 
the Sacco and Vanzetti 


( One ot 
against these two was that they were 
policemen 


' 
0 cold 


case pom! 


For y 

Ameérican is innocent 

own heart. He famned thing to b 

itrad of He knows the government 1 

him, Why, when teps up and grabs 

you late at mght, you just laugh and think 

i hell of a good joke 
My stresses indicate these three rhetorical thuds 
to a line which Professor Dobrée also finds over- 
lving the five conventional metrical 
Elizabethan blank 


to bury Caesar 


know that every 
and at péace in hi 
hasn't a 


cop 


stresses ol 
verse 


I come not to praise him 


Perhaps it is a formal criticism that 
nothing so definite for them here to 
Elizabethan blank verse also stretche 
tracts a lot, and the important poin 
Williams, like a dramatist, seeks to convey 
impression of thinking while he speaks; not of 
speaking what he has thought out in advance 
The memory test does not pass him: what stick 
are images, not words. But between the extremes 
which [ have illustrated of notation and vehemen 
he does throw a fresh and innocent 
most aspects of the American scene 
unknown here, he is the poet whom I 
recommend a visitor to America to study 

Mr. Young is known for beautiful short and 
objective poems about landscape. Into Hades, a 
long dream or vision poem in rather flat blank 
verse, is a new and not wholly successful de- 
parture. It is an account of experience immedi 
ately after death, and reads quite convincingly, 
like a painstakingly detailed description of 
hallucination, but fails to find, or ar least to con 
vey, a univer sal meaning in ws story I was lef 
fecling rather blank by it, as by a detective story 
with too many clues, and the last chapter missing 
[he writing is sensitive and adequate, but there 
are no strikingly memorable lines or passages 

Oxford Poetry, 1951, to which turned 
hopefully for what the critics call “ growing 
points,” w's similarly respectable and disappoint 
ing. The young dogs are certainly quick to learn 
old tricks, but lacking in new notions 
Mr. Alvarez has some fairly competent pseudo 
Empson 


there i 
werlic, but 


ind con- 


light on 
Almost 


would 


one 


seem 


Aphrodite's method is 

So poor Leda is 

Breeding from 
That has the Master’s tone of voice, but the stars 
had to be first eggs and then heroes. Leda bred 
them from herself, not nature, or if she is 
identified with nature the grammar is odd, or u 
nature 1s identified with Zeus or the Swan, Mr 
Alvarez should remember that female deities are 
nature, male deities are mind. The poem I liked 
best in the book was a comic one, by Mr. Michell 
Raper 

Less than Romeo was my room-mate Chetwyn; 

he took large doses in a small cup 

Hygiene, one might say, came between us, for 

somehow we never seemed to buddy up 


surprise; 
1 universal lover 


nature a whole race of stars 


He would inhale orgies of creosote 

as you or I smoke cigarettes, or chew 
spearmint. Small wonder that the maidens 
of the Faculty accorded him no sueceés fou 


But the wit, there, is American, and the more 
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specifically English inspiration, alas, one finds in 
soulful pieces about Lancelot, and dawn, and 
wispy kisses, and mystic migratory birds. Still, 
it is nice to know that the young are carrying on. 
G. S. FRASER 


TWO CAMBRIDGE APOSTLES 


Christianity in European History. By 
HEeERPERT BUTTERFIELD. Collin 7s. 6d 
Christianity Past and Present. By Basit 

Wittey. Cambridge. 10s. 6d 
excels all 
7 its apologetics 

‘ry note in the 

uinded during the last three 
wgument from Scripture or Revelation 
ippeal to Nature or quantum physics, the K 
t the Rocks or the testimony of 

y have all been drawn on at 

for different reason J » diversi 

ich 1s at once gratifying and baffling 

to feel that Bossuet beating the eagle wings 

is rhetoric the fall of empires, Kierke- 

ird dragging the isolated soul into the p 
f ats Creator, the English eighteenth- 
divines detecating their beliefs “to a pure 
the better to confute Deists 
ocuMans, are all somehow witnessing to th 
Kind of universe 

the present-day Christian apologist, especially 
if he happens to be a historian, has inherited a 
formidable position. The mystics have preserved 
the citadel, new assessments of religious experi- 
have won back the redoubts. Screwtape has 
led the Gaseous Invertebrate and M. Mari 
ind the rest continue to toss fireballs effec 

among the siege machines world 
the “tailure of the liberal idea” and the 
pleased but shame-taced realisation that religion 
is sull capable of yielding political dividends, have 
completed the process. Ecrasez L’Infame 
seldom sounded fainter. 

At first sight these two Cambridge professors, 
each eminent in his own sphere, seem only to 
be dotting the “i's and crossing the “t's of their 
subject. Professor Willey, in particular, is, we 
feel, merely doing an academic job of tidying up 
His book is a stimulating examination along con- 

notional lines of the way in which the Christian 
idea has developed through the centuries. His 
chapter headings—“* The Age of Faitt I 
tiantty and Humanism,” “ Honest Doubt, 
for themselves. Professor Butterfield’s 
only indirectly apologist. The 
three lectures are merely expository. In 
conciliatory manner, he traces the course of New 
Cestament Christianity in the ancient world, trom 
its emergence out of the catacombs to its partial 
yvurial (along with the Vestal emblems of Rome) 
beneath Constantine’s porphyry — pillar His 

cond lecture is largely a brilliant gloss on 
Acton’s History of Freedom in Christianity 
Aguinas was the first Whig modern political 
may be said to emerge from the politico 
clesiastical contests of the Middle Ages ’’—such 
ld-but-true paradoxes occasionally need re 
stating. But Professor Butterfield further 
He thinks we everything that is best in our 
secular ideals to Christianity, since “ much of the 
whole enterprise of the Age of Reason was to all 
intents and purposes the creation of a secularised 
Chrisuanity or a secularised Christian outlook.” 
Democracy, liberty, individualism, 
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been 
rhe 
the 


ecord 


religions in 
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trans- 
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same 
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ee 
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wars, 


has 


book is 
first two of his 
i frank, 


liberty 


goes 


we 


represent social implications that were drawn out 
of Christianity for a very advanced state of 
humanitarianism for example, is an 
ubstitute for the doctrine of New Te 
Even the “good clean worldly mindedness” oi 
men like Chadwick and the Potters, Bentham and 
the Mills, was suffused with a subconscious 
Christian benevolence. Conversely, 

a Christian civilisation by its very nature has to 
develop towards what its most faithful servants feel 
to be its own undoing. Once civilisation has so far 
advanced, freedom of conscience becomes the first 
requisite for a Christian order of things, even if 
the result is a kind of world in which it is harder 
to be a Christian and even if religion loses its 
monopoly. 
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In his final lecture, “History, Ethics and for some Simenon-love: surmise they hardly « 


| Rnal a magnificent chess book 
Religion,” Professor Butterfield goes to the heart dared to make , 


of the matte He sees Christianity as the salt Simenon ts a natural: he has written 


in average mn ‘ 
of contemporary civilisanon, but to the secular of nearly eight novels a year during the last twenty 200 Master Guaus Ics 


doubting ‘Thomas who asks what happens if the — years, and he is now at the height of his power 


o 4 
salt lose its savour, he retorts neatly but com-_ He relies on autobiography less than any Frenc! ot q hess 
} ne . vel - ! } ‘rhans wh 
placently that whenever in history Christians have novelist since Balzac, which 1s perhaj vhy | by Dr. S. TARTAKOWER d ru MON’ 
done their worst it always turns out sooner quantity is comparable with Balzac Where doc Thisditioue fim : , 

. $ unique book, now ready aiter many vee { 
or later that they were hamstrung by one of theit ie get his plots? He has only to see, one may : : met MARY yours 
own theological dogmas.” ‘This is taking the long conjecture, a man walki 
view with a vengeance. Acton required that a bag, and he invents 
historical events should be judged according as the 


preparation, presents the best games in the history 


with full and master! not 


long a street carrving 
’ 1OtatioOn 


i wie novel, pamting in 
: t “ ; v0 j arat we , Lo 
secret complexities of hearts and souls, and > 

« xC1D) 


they promoted or failed to promote “the delicacy, never destroying their m He remembers a 
integrity and authority of Conscience.” Professor place, and he ha he 1 I's vividly obsessiy 
Butterfield would probably regard this dictum as atmosphere; for he knows that place and weather 
an example of what he calls the “ crude, moralistic ! 


” 
ire somehow profoundly similar to whatever vi él » *6: 
approach.” (It is a phrase that recalls Mr. Kennan 1 di i _ ’ au ke mapantne s 


in ama 1s going in them is a 
on the vagaries of American diplomacy and t f prose-style in his own right, having Jueen and Servant of Science 
indeed, in the practical bearing of their ideas, 1 short-circuited the not alwa ivantaceous | I BEI _ 

x s-ELL, Pro 
y 7 


imagine that these two writers have much in ovations that symbolism and Americanism ( f J 

" ‘ tu fe ¢ Zech 
common. ) In place of Acton’s criterion, Professor mtributed to French prose i { H 
~<a r ; of Mathematics A remarkable 


Butterfic ul incestors erhaps M yassal lid 
I rs, pe I abe mathematics from Luclid 


orward the more sophrsticated 
formula charity out comprendre c'est tout n the nineteenth century | A | l 1 : 
eee , : cak tors. An extraordinarily stimulating 
pardonner, in fact. In a fallen world, the saint Neither of the present nove is vintage : eg owns 
immense field of mathemat 
é pp, 2s 


nd the research scholar are somehow comple imenon: both are about his Belgian countrymen 
mental lo face present disasters, the Christian he first is one of a round seventeen published in sate 
must make his will as perfect as possible; to in orphan girl comes to live with Belgian 

: : : ah os e 
understand those which have occurred—the sins in a melancholy fladand where it alway | he yl a ry riy i) PTY 
Treaty of Versailles, or the Sicilian Vespers—he iat i « ' age 
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